
WEATHER WATCH 
WEATHER WATCH- 

Closing Schools for Inclement Weather 
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WEATHER WATCH  

• Accu-Weather Alert 

– Up to 48 hours prior to potential storm arrival 

– General information about timing and impact of storm 

– 24 hours per day, 7 days per week 

 

• Accu-Weather Warning 

– Advises storm is imminent 

– Specifics of storm-  

• Timing  

• Type and amount of precipitation 

• Temperature 

• Road conditions 
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• On The Road 

– 3:00 a.m. – start snow watch 

– Alert Maryland State Police 

– Four administrators travel the county divided into 4 

quadrants 

• State roads – main 

• County roads – secondary 

• Developments 

• School parking lots, school sidewalks 

 

WEATHER WATCH  
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Contacts 

• Transportation administrators 

– Frederick, Baltimore, Howard and Washington 

Counties 

• State Highway Administration 

• Carroll County Roads Department 

• CCPS Maintenance Department 

• 2-way radio amongst 4 administrators throughout the time 

on road 
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ROAD EVALUATION 

• Driving conditions

– Traction

– Stop on inclines

– Start on inclines

– Braking distance

• Amount of snow  on roadway

• Ice

• Black ice

• Road temperature

• Status of salting and plowing operations
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MAKING   A   RECOMMENDATION 

• 5:00 A.M.  – 5:30 A.M.

– Recheck weather stations

– Re-contact County Roads

– Re-contact Maryland State Police

– Re-contact State Roads

– Update of storm patterns in surrounding counties

– Review quadrant findings

– Call Superintendent with recommendation

15 



16 



MAKING THE ANNOUNCEMENT 

• Local media

• Channel 21

• SchoolMessenger parent notification system

• CCPS website, Facebook & Twitter
• E-mail
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INCLEMENT  WEATHER  DURING  THE  

DAY 

(EARLY  DISMISSAL) 

• Contact weather stations – predictions of timing, amount and 
temperature 

• Travel 4 quadrants – driving conditions 

• Contact Maryland State Highway Administration 

• Contact Carroll County Roads 

• Contact Maryland State Police 

• Contact surrounding counties 

• Make a decision 

– 10:00 a.m.   3- hour early dismissal 

– 11:00 a.m.   2- hour early dismissal 

– 12:00 p.m.   1-hour early dismissal 

– Road conditions throughout storm – get better/get 
worse? 
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BUSES  TRAVELING  IN  INCLEMENT  

WEATHER 

• 16,000 plus pounds 

• Radial tires 

• Automatic/manual chains 

• Automatic transmissions 

• ABS braking systems 

• Driven by trained, professional drivers 

• 100 times safer than cars 
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CHALLENGES OF MAKING THE CALL 
• Inaccurate weather forecasts 

• County elevation 

• Timing of storm 

• Rapidly changing weather conditions 

• Temperature changes 

• Black Ice 

• Drops in temperature not predicted 

• Flurries turning into four inches of snow 

• Driving skills of motoring public 

• Timing of call – pre-trips start at 5:00 a.m. 

• Different conditions in different parts of county 

• Motoring public – rush hour 

• Carroll temperatures lower than surrounding counties 

• Carroll weather gets same amount of snow as Allegany County 

• Need to attend school 

• Good call! 
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QUESTIONS 
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