What is a Sight Word?
A sight word is a word that is immediately recognized as a whole and does not require word analysis for identification. Good readers instantly recognize sight words without having to decode them. Sight words are usually "high-frequency" words, which occur most frequently in our language. Many of sight words do not sound as they are spelled, making them difficult to sound out using knowledge of phonics. 
Why is Learning Sight Words so Important?

Sight word acquisition is an important building block in the construction of a child’s ability to read. Mastering a large number of sight words enables students to read fluently and focus their attention on making sense of what they are reading.  Having sight words within his or her repertoire gives your child a better chance to grapple with more difficult and infrequent words without losing the sense of what is being read.
In order to read and write, children must learn to quickly and automatically recognize and spell the most commonly occurring words.  The most frequently occurring words are usually meaningless, abstract, connecting words (of, and, the, is, etc.).  Children use these words in their speech, but are often unaware of them as separate entities.  For example, many times we slur together “What” and “do” and pronounce it “wudoo”, pronounce “of” “uh” and tack “they” onto “are” to say “ah-thay”.  Since these types of words occur so often, children who read and write will encounter them in their reading and need to spell them as they write.
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What Does It Mean to Master a Sight Word?

Teaching children to immediately identify words should not necessarily suggest “look & say” or flash-card reviews.  There is more to immediate word identification and mastery than flashing a sight word card and requiring an instant response.  Immediate identification of words is the result of experience with reading, seeing, discussing, using, and writing words.  Mastering a sight word means that a child can identify it, read it in isolation, read it in context, understands the word’s meanings and uses, and can spell it correctly in their writing.
How Many Sight Words Should My Child Master?

In order to help develop all student reading abilities, the following chart outlines the reading sight word expectations for each grade level in CCPS.  
	By the end of:
	Identified in 3 seconds or less

	Kindergarten
	50

	1st Grade
	200


How many sight words has your child mastered?
(OVER)
How Can I Help My Child Master Sight Words?

· Look → Chant → Write → Check → Use in a Sentence
· Word hunts – encourage your child to hunt for their sight words in a favorite book, a newspaper, road signs, or anywhere else we see print daily.
· Practice sorting sight words into categories (examples:  alphabetically, rhyming, spelling patterns, or have your child create their own categories.

· Check out these on-line games and resources:

Sight Word Games: Sight Words Games | Sight Words: Teach Your Child to Read
Read Aquarium:  http://www.gamequarium.com/readquarium/sightgames.html
The EFL Playhouse:  http://www.esl4kids.net/printable.html
Starfall:  http://www.starfall.com
The more one-on-one time a child has learning and practicing sight words with an adult, the greater his chances to integrating them into his long-term memory.

Spelling High-Frequency Words

Children are more likely to learn to spell sight words incorrectly because of the amount of times they use them in their writing in comparison to vocabulary words like “motorcycle”. 
Children frequently misspell words like they as “thay” and of as “ov” for two reasons:

1. They are an irregular spelling pattern 

2. These words are written so often that children get into a habit of automatically spelling them wrong.
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DID YOU KNOW THAT???


Ten words – the, of, and, a, to, in, is, you, that, and it – account for almost ¼ of all the words children read and write.  Half the words can be accounted for by just 100 words!





Once children are able to read the first 300 sight words, they have access to up to 75% of what is printed in almost any piece of children’s literature.








90 High-Frequency Commonly Misspelled Words in grades 3 – 5


From Upper-Grades Phonics and Spelling, Cunningham & Hall, 1998





about


again


almost


also


always


another


anyone


are


because


before


buy (sell)


by


can’t


could


didn’t


doesn’t


don’t


enough


especially


everybody


everyone


everything


except�
excited


favorite


first


friends


getting


have


hole


I’m


into


it’s


its


knew


know


laugh


let’s


maybe


myself


new (old)


no (yes)


off


one (1)


our


people�
probably


really


right (wrong)


said


school


something


sometimes


terrible


that’s


their


then


there (here)


they


they’re (they are)


thought


threw (caught)


through


to


too (too late)


trouble


two (2)


until


usually�
very


want


was


wear (t-shirt)


weather (rain)


we’re (we are)


went


were


what


when


where


whether


who


whole


with


won


won’t


wouldn’t


write


your


you’re (you are)�
�
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