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 Welcome back!  We started the year with earthquakes, hurricanes and 

flooding.  We came through all with minimum problems.  Our students and 

teachers have established routines to foster learning.  We had wonderful 

attendance at our Back to School Nights and Volunteer Training sessions.  It is 

great that so many parents are involved with their student’s learning.  Please 

remember that trainings from last year are effective only through September 

30th.  Volunteers must be trained annually.  Trainings are offered both at 

Winfield and around the county throughout the year.  Times and locations are 

always posted on the CCPS website and in our newsletter.  Trainings start 

punctually and you must be present for the entire training so pick a time and 

location that best meets your schedule. 

 Communication between home and school continues to be an important 

focus.  Please check your child(ren)’s papers regularly for progress and school 

notices.  We continue to update our school website so that information is current. 

In addition, the PTA has a new website.  Please check these resources regularly 

for news, schedules, menus, etc.  We post newsletters, events, and menus on the 

Winfield site each month.  Weekly updates are also sent out through AlertNow 

weekly to remind families of upcoming events.   

 Remember to register your Martin’s Grocery card for their A+ School 

Rewards Program. You can register your card at the store or on line at 

www.MartinsAplus.com.  Our school code is 00470.  Your purchases earn cash 

rewards for our school which we can then use for additional instructional 

materials.   

 Conferences this year will again be held on four separate nights.  We have 

found this helps support your busy schedules.  You should have received 

information on these nights already.  If you have not called to schedule a 

conference, please do so.  It is important that parents and teachers communicate 

regularly about school performance. 

 Next year, 2012-2013, Winfield Elementary School’s hours will change.  

Our official school day will be from 9:30—4:00.  Schedules have been adjusted 

county wide as a result of efficiency studies.  An FAQ sheet is available on the 

CCPS website to answer many questions families may have about changes in 

school times.  The link for is www.carrollk12.org/Assets/file/CCPS%20News/

FinalFAQfornewschooltimes092211.pdf . 

         Ms. Bell & Mrs. Maring 

Regular school attendance is critical to a student’s performance.  The Maryland State Department of 

Education has established that 96% attendance is excellent and 94% is satisfactory.  Winfield’s 

attendance for the 2010-2011 school year has been 95.04%.  September’s attendance was 96.63%.   

Please help your child to be successful by having them miss  school as few days as possible. 

From the Administrators’ Desk . . . From the Administrators’ Desk . . .   

Dear Winfield Families, 
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The volunteer program in Carroll County Public Schools utilizes the talents of all interested citizens in the following 

capacities:  Level I volunteers (guest speakers, business representatives, concession stand workers, etc.) must annually 

register at a school site before volunteering.  Level II volunteers (classroom helpers, chaperones, mentors, etc.) are 

required to attend an annual training session at least seven (7) school days prior to volunteering.   

If you had volunteer training for the last school year, your training was only valid through 

September 30th.  Training is required every year.  Please consider attending a Volunteer Training 

as soon as possible.  Thanks! 

CCPS Volunteer Training Dates—October 2011 

 
 

DATE  SCHOOL  

+ precedes a school event/activity  

* follows a school event/activity  

# part of a school event/activity  

TIME  CONTACT  

Please call the number provided 

to confirm the scheduled train-

ing session.  

3  Elmer Wolfe Elementary  2:00 PM  410-751-3307  

3  + Wm. Winchester Elem.  6:00 PM  410-751-3230  

5  Oklahoma Road Middle  9:00 AM  410-751-3600  

5  Eldersburg Elementary  9:30 AM  410-751-3520  

5  Manchester Valley High  3:00 PM  410-386-1673  

5  + Cranberry Station Elem.  6:00 PM  410-386-4440  

10 +Winfield Elementary 6:30 PM 410-751-3242 

11  Spring Garden Elementary  7:30 AM  410-751-3433  

11  + Winters Mill High  6:00 PM  410-386-1500  

11  Elmer Wolfe Elementary  7:00 PM  410-751-3307  

13  Mechanicsville Elementary  9:00 AM  410-751-3510  

13  Manchester Valley High  6:00 PM  410-386-1673  

17  New Windsor Middle  6:30 PM  410-751-3355  

19  + Sandymount Elementary  6:30 PM  410-751-3215  

20  Northwest Middle  8:00 PM  410-751-3270  

24  Carrolltowne Elementary  7:00 PM  410-751-3530  

26  New Windsor Middle  7:00 PM  410-751-3355  

27  # Runnymede Elementary  6:30 PM  410-751-3230  



Math News - Butch Fitzgerald,  Math Resource Teacher 

What are the Mathematical Practices?  

The Standards for Mathematical Practice describe behaviors that students should exhibit as 

they think, explore and communicate to solve problems.  While students may not exhibit all eight practices for each  

problem, these behaviors are the foundation for college and career readiness that are the foundation of the Common 

Core. 

 

 1.  Make sense of problems and persevere in solving them- Students need to understand the problem, analyze the 

information and design a plan to solve it.  As they work, students should monitor and evaluate their progress to make 

sure their answer makes sense. 

2.  Reason abstractly and quantitatively– As children solve problems they need to make sense of quantities and rela-

tionships to represent the problem using symbols or drawings as appropriate. 

3.  Construct viable arguments and critique the reasoning of others- Students should use definitions, objects, 

drawings and diagrams to communicate their reasoning.  They should make conjectures, listen to the reasoning of others 

and ask questions to clarify their understanding. 

4.  Model with mathematics- Math students will create a plan to solve or analyze real world problems.  They will make 

connections from mathematics to the real world.  Then they will apply formulas or equations or make approximations to 

make a problem simpler. Finally, students will check to see if an answer makes sense. 

5.  Use appropriate tools strategically- As they work, students will identify resources to assist them, including calcu-

lators, models, technology, rulers, compasses or protractors. 

6.  Model with mathematics- Students will communicate mathematically using clear language.  They will state the 

meaning of symbols and formulate explanations.  Labels will be used when measuring and graphing. 

7.  Look for and make use of structure- While solving problems, students will look for patterns and structure and 

apply them appropriately.  The children will look for the big picture in the problems. 

8.  Look for and express regularity in repeated reasoning- Students notice repeated calculations and look for gen-

eral methods and shortcuts while they evaluate the reasonableness of their results to solve everyday math problems. 

  

The Standards for Mathematical Practices are critical for successful learning.  Any problem that is worth solving, 

math or otherwise, will require the use of at least one of the 8 standards.  If we consider the statistics about how quickly 

our world is growing, the most valuable resource we can give children is the ability to think! 

 

Statistics: www.teachertube.com (search Did You Know 2.0)                                      Author:  Karl Fisch 

 

 

News From Winfield’s ELA Specialists 

The new school year has begun; summer routines are packed away until next June. Jumping right 

into the fall football, soccer and cheerleading schedules can minimize time for homework and read-

ing for pleasure. Make home study and reading a priority in your family by establishing a few regu-

lar routines. Research shows that students who read regularly for meaning and enjoyment will be-

come lifelong readers. Set a specific day each week or biweekly to go to the library. Make a list of 

books, titles or topics your kids want to read. Have your children pick out their books as soon as you arrive. This will 

help save you time and allow the children to enjoy other library activities like story time, checking out movies, and 

online literacy activities. The county libraries have several computers that your child can use to visit Raz-Kids.com.  

This web site provides interactive literature for students to listen, read and respond to. Keep your library books in an 

inviting location where your children can have easy, immediate access. Consider carving out some time each month for 

family reading. Turn off the TV and video games and gather together. Setting an example by reading yourself can be a 

great way to motivate your kids. Remember, it doesn’t always have to be a book. It can be a magazine, newspaper, or a 

cookbook. Reading aloud to your child is always a positive practice for young and fluent readers. 

This school year we are excited to take part in Ready, Set, Read! incentive, which is sponsored by Raven’s player Matt 

Birk’s HIKE Foundation. Please see the attached letter for more information, and remember to keep reading! 

             Mrs. Bixler 

ELA Specialist  
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Media Corner 
Students and parents can access the 

following electronic sources from home 

any time:  

 www.tumblebooklibrary.com 

Tumble Book Library is an online 

collection of animated, talking picture 

books which teach young children the 

joys of reading in a format they'll love.  

  USERNAME:  Winfield  PASSWORD: books 

 http://discoverer.sirs.com 

SIRS Discoverer is an award-winning, 

general reference resource for young 

researchers that makes learning fun and 

intuitive. SIRS Discoverer helps students 

in grades 1-9 develop their research, 

writing, language and computer skills.  

The database includes carefully selected 

full-text articles and images from more 

than 1,600 domestic and international 

newspapers, magazines and government 

documents.  

 USERNAME:  ccpses  PASSWORD: elem 

 www. Worldbookonline.com 

This is the online version of World Book 

Encyclopedia. 

 USERNAME: ccps09  PASSWORD: media09 

 http://online.culturegrams.com 

Includes information about countries and 

U.S. states. 

USERNAME:  wnfldelem  PASSWORD:  wnfldele 

Stacy Bricca and Michael Vidmar–  
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Helpful Hints From The Health Room  

1. Please encourage your child to eat something for breakfast.  A nutritious breakfast will help them do their best! 

2. For children with a fever of 100F or higher—CCPS has a new policy stating that students may not return to 

school until fever-free for 24 hours without fever reducing medications such as Acetaminophen or Ibuprofen.  

(Ex:  a child who is sent home at 10:00am on Monday….cannot return until Wednesday) 

3. If your child has symptoms of conjunctivitis (red eye, drainage or itching) please call your physician for an 

appointment.  If they come to school with these symptoms, as per county policy, we will have to send them home.  

Students are to be excluded from school until they are free of symptoms or on antibiotic drops for at least 24 

hours.  A doctor’s note may be required at the discretion of the staff. 

4. ASTHMA:  It is strongly suggested that you keep an inhaler in the health room. 

5. Symptoms of STREP THROAT (fever, sore throat, tender and swollen neck glands) start 1-5 days after exposure.  It 

is county policy that infected children must take their antibiotic for a full 24 hours before returning to school.   

I hope that this information is helpful and I will be happy to answer any questions that you have.   

Mrs. Cremens—RN 

School is in full swing as October approaches, and students have 

been reviewing the ROAR traits during their guidance lessons.  We have 

spent time reviewing ways to show respect, how to be on-task, what a great 

attitude looks like, and how to be responsible.  These four traits are rein-

forced throughout the school year, and our Winfield students are rewarded 

for showing exemplary behavior in these areas.  They also align with other 

skills your children are taught during their guidance lessons—appropriate 

ways to handle angry or upset feelings, conflict resolution, decision making, 

and peer pressure are just a few examples.   

 Along with classroom lessons, we also work with small groups for 

social skills, divorce/separation support, friendship skills, etc.  And lastly, 

we see individual students; sometimes students are referred by teachers or 

parents, but more often they refer themselves because they have a problem 

or are feeling badly about something.  As the year progresses, if you find 

that an issue is negatively impacting your child’s school day, please feel free 

to call either counselor.   

 While we are very proud of the ROAR program and a ROAR ticket is 

one way your child can be rewarded for success at school, please remember 

that our students get positive feedback in numerous ways during the school 

day.  A compliment from a teacher, a good grade, a positive comment writ-

ten on an assignment, a simple smile—there are all kinds of “attaboys” your 

child may receive during his/her school day.  Please don’t think a ROAR 

ticket is the only indication of having a good day.  Thanks for sending us 

such terrific children every day! 

 Final thoughts…A series of free parenting workshops will be held 

on October 4, 11, 18 and 25, 2011, from 6:00 to 8:30 p.m. at Carroll Springs 

School in Westminster.  The workshops, entitled Positive Solutions for Fam-

ilies, will offer a positive approach to behavior intervention and parenting in 

general. 

 

http://www.carrollk12.org/about/news/release/713 

Greetings from Guidance!  Mrs. Millison and Mrs. Uram 

http://www.carrollk12.org/about/news/release/713
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Parent Teacher Conferences  

 

Parent-Teacher conferences will be held on the 

evenings of Monday, October 10th, Tuesday, 

October 25th, Wednesday, November 16th and 

Thursday, March 1st for all grade levels.  

Conference hours are 4:15-8:00 PM.  Please call 

the office between the hours of 9:30-3:30 to 

schedule your child’s conference.  

We hope that you can take this 

opportunity to meet with your 

child’s teacher.   

 

The office would like to take this time to thank all the parents who 

send in notes regarding their children’s absence or early dismissal.  

Please be sure when sending a note that it includes:  

 Your child’s full name  

 Teacher’s name, name of person picking child up (if different than 

parent/guardian) and   

 Date and/or time of the absence or early dismissal 

It would be greatly appreciated if your note could be written on a 

standard size piece of paper.  This will help eliminate the possibility 

of the note getting “lost in the shuffle”. 

 Early Dismissal Notes/Parent Pick-Up notes:  Please do not send 

them in until the day of early dismissal, etc. 

 Illness Notes:  Please send with your child when he/she returns. 

 Extended Vacation/Illness:  Please send these notes ASAP, but no 

earlier than 1 month before the first day absence.  All vacation 

absenses must be pre-approved by the building principal. 

 

ATTENDANCE 

A student is counted present for a full day if the student is in 

attendance four hours or more of the school day.  A student is 

counted present for 1/2 day if in attendance for at least two hours 

of the school day, but less than four hours.  A student scheduled for 

less than a full day is to be counted present based on the amount of 

time he/she is scheduled.   

 

 

Information from the Winfield Office 

The Board of Education Policy allows for students to have 

one AM and one PM bus stop.  Exceptions can only be made 

in emergencies and must be approved by an administrator.  

Please be sure to arrange alternate transportation for your 

child if they cannot come to school or return home at their 

regular stop.  Thank you! 

 

BUS STOP POLICY  
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5th Grade Chorus Notes:  Please check with your student and make sure they have turned in 
their short-term contract.  This contract is to help students think about the commitment they 

have made to the group and it keeps the chorus from having a “revolving-door” policy. 

Winter Concert Date:  Monday 12/12/2011 at 7:00 pm in the Winfield Cafeteria.  

 

Music Notes -  Mrs. Miller 

MSA for 2011-2012 

Please place our testing dates on your calendar and 

make every effort to avoid planning appointments or 

vacation during testing.  

Reading MSA for grades 3, 4 and  5 will be given on 

March 14 &15. 

Math MSA for grades 3, 4 and 5 will be given on  

March 20 & 21. 

Grade 5 Students will take the Science MSA between 

April 16th—May 4th . 

Presidential Award Eligibility 

Grade 5 students are eligible in either reading or 

math based on the following criteria:  Grade 4 MSA 

ADVANCED in reading, 3.5 G.P.A (ELA, math, sci-

ence, social studies) for all of grade 4 and the first 

two marking periods of grade 5. 

OR 

Grade 4  MSA ADVANCED in mathematics,  Janu-

ary grade 4, May grade 4, January grade 5 math 

benchmarks are 90% or higher, 3.5 G.P.A. (ELA, 

math, science, social studies) for all of grade 4 and 

the first two marking periods of grade 5. 



CARROLL COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

ADA ACCESSIBILITY STATEMENT 

The Carroll County Public Schools (CCPS) does not discriminate on the basis of 

disability in employment or the provision of services, programs or 

activities. Persons needing auxiliary aids and services for communication should 

contact the Office of Community and Media Relations at 410-751-3020 or 

publicinfo@carrollk12.org, or write to Carroll County Public Schools, 125 North 

Court Street, Westminster, Maryland 21157. Persons who are deaf, hard of 

hearing, or have a speech disability, may use Relay or 7-1-1. Please contact the 

school system at least one (1) week in advance of the date the special 

accommodation is needed. 

Information concerning the Americans with Disabilities Act is available from the Director 

of Facilities or the Supervisor of Community and Media Relations. 

 

Raymond Prokop  Carey Gaddis 

Director of Facilities Relations Supervisor of Community & Media  

125 North Court Street  125 North Court Street 

Westminster, Maryland 21157 Westminster, Maryland 21157 

(410) 751-3177  (410) 751-3020 

NOTICE OF NON-

DISCRIMINATION 

The Carroll County Public Schools 

(CCPS) does not discriminate on the 

basis of race, color, ancestry or national 

origin, religion, sex, disability, or age in 

its programs and activities.  The CCPS 

provides nondiscriminatory access to 

school facilities in accordance with its 

policies and regulations regarding the 

community use of schools (including, 

but not limited to, the Boy Scouts).  The 

following person has been designated to 

handle inquiries regarding the non-

discrimination policies: 

Gregory J. Bricca 

Director of Research and Accountability 

125 North Court Street 

Westminster, Maryland 21157 

410.751.3068 

American Education Week 

     American Education Week is quickly approaching (November 13-19).  Rather than designating a 

visitation day per grade during that week, we invite parents to visit any day that week or at any time 

during the year.  This allows for a more normal instructional week during American Education Week. We 

simply ask that you notify the homeroom teacher regarding your intention to visit to be sure we are not having special 

programs or activities that will change the schedule.  We hope you find this flexible visitation approach to be a 

scheduling advantage as well. 

Lunch Reminders 

Please remember if your child brings a packed lunch to school, 

you should pack all necessary items they will require. The 

cafeteria provides paper products and utensils for purchased 

lunches only. 

 

AlertNow 

 

CCPS is using the AlertNow Rapid Communication Service to provide parents 

with information from their child’s school and the school system.  AlertNow is 

automatic for every CCPS student so there is no need for you to sign up.  Please keep primary phone 

numbers and email addresses updated as the year progresses.   
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 Project A.C.E.S (Active Children Excel in School) is a physical activity challenge held each fall for all of the elementary schools 

and several private schools in Carroll County.  Students in grades K - 5 and staff track at least 60 minutes of physical activity 

each day for two weeks.  Activities include: school activities (PE, active recess), home activities (bike riding, brisk walking, yard 

work, etc) and recreational programs (football, soccer, cheerleading, etc).  Your child will be bringing home a journal to log their 

time and activities the week before Project ACES begins.   

This year we are going for the GOLD!  Help us meet our challenge of 80% student participation by encouraging your child to fill 

out their journal and return it with a parent signature to their PE teachers in the week following Project ACES.    Any questions 

please contact Mrs. Robertson at 410-751-3242. 

School Safety Drills: 

Throughout the school year, we have many safety drills to help prepare students and staff members for a 

variety of emergency situations.  Our students did an excellent job of carefully listening and following adult 

directions during the fire drill that has been conducted so far this school year.  As we continue to provide 

practice for emergency situations, we will be talking to students about the reasons why we practice and taking notes of any 

problems that need correction.  In October, students will participate in bus evacuation drills.  Each bus driver will talk with the 

children and prepare them for exiting the bus in three different ways (rear exit, front exit, split exit—1/2 in the front, 1/2 in the 

back).  Please continue to discuss bus safety rules with your children and the importance of following the rules at all times.  

Please let us know if you or your children have any concerns about these drills.  

        Thank you to the Winfield parent volunteers who provided the 

faculty & staff with delicious treats at the August Welcome Back 

Breakfast and for the parent Kindergarten “BooHoo” Social.  Your 

dedication to the Winfield staff, students  and community is truly 

appreciated! 

    

 

 

 

 

 October 18th is School Bus Driver and Bus Assistant Recognition 

 Day - Make sure you tell your bus driver/bus assistant  how much 

 you appreciate all that they do!  Thanks for transporting our               

 students  to and from school safely! 

 

 



Dear Winfield Parents, Guardians, and Students, 

  

Each fall, thousands of schools and community organizations across the United States focus on turning 

young people away from drugs during Red Ribbon Week (October 24th - 28th). Through fun activities and creative 

approaches to anti-drug education, Red Ribbon Week participants promote positive choices, good character, and 

a healthy lifestyle of every age. These efforts reach into communities across the country and touch the lives of 

millions of impressionable children. 

 

Winfield Elementary School will be supporting Red Ribbon Week and its efforts towards a drug-free nation. We are 

inviting your child to participate by dressing to the “say no” drug theme of the day. Winfield Elementary School will 

be celebrating Red Ribbon Week from October 24th - October 28th and the anti-drug themes for these days are as 

follows: 

Red Ribbon Week Schedule 
“Say Peace Out to Drugs” 

Monday, October 24th: 

“Wear Red Day”-students are encouraged to wear all RED! 

 

Tuesday, October 25th: 

“Say Peace Out to Drugs”—student are encouraged to wear tie dye, peace signs, or bright colors. 

 

Wednesday, October 26th: 

“Sock-it to Drugs”-students are encouraged to wear mismatched or crazy socks. 

 

Thursday, October 27th: 

“Being Drug Free is No Sweat”-students are encouraged to wear a sweat shirt or sweat pants. 

 

Friday, October 28th: 

“Team Up Against Drugs”-students are encouraged to wear their favorite sports team jersey or shirt. 

wŜŘ wƛōōƻƴ ²ŜŜƪ 
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Fire Prevention Week is October 9th—

15th.  This is a great opportunity to go 

over safety tips and emergency 

procedures with your children.  Winfield 

Fire Company will be visiting and 

supervising a fire drill.   

 A very special “thank you” to our Fire 

Department for all they do to serve our 

community! 

 

 
The Winfield Community Volunteer  Fire Department’s  F IRE  SAFETY OPEN HOUSE  Sunday, November 13th  - 12:00-3:00 

 



You are cordially invited to 

The Winfield Community Volunteer 

Fire Department’s 

~Holiday Fire Safety Open House~ 

Sunday, November 13, 2011 

Noon – 3pm 

Various emergency equipment and organizations 

from across Carroll County and the State of MD 

will be on hand providing information/demos.  San-

ta will arrive by fire engine at Noon.  Don’t forget 

your camera to take a photo of your child and San-

ta.  The Ladies Auxiliary will also be providing de-

licious snacks for everyone’s enjoyment.  The Fire 

Prevention Poster Contest Awards Ceremony for 

Linton Springs and Winfield Elementary will take 

place at 2pm.  Attractions:  Helicopter, child ID sta-

tion, moon bounce, MFRI Sprinkler trailer, MSP, 

Sheriff’s Office & much more.  Free event!  Door 

Prizes! 

For more information:  Debbie 410-795-1333 x336 or 

email at fireprevention@winfieldvfd.org 
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Simple and Healthy Receipes! 

Rotini with Fresh Tomatoes and Basil 
Total time - 35 min 

Prep - 35 min 

Servings - 4 servings, 1-1/4 cups each 

What You Need 
3 cups rotini pasta - uncooked, 2 Tbsp.  olive oil, 3 cloves garlic – minced, 1/2 cup  (1/2 of 8-oz. tub) PHILADEL-

PHIA Sundried Tomato and Basil Cream Cheese Spread, 3 tomatoes – chopped, 1/4 cup  chopped fresh basil, 2 

Tbsp. KRAFT Grated Parmesan Cheese 

Make It 
COOK pasta in large skillet as directed on package, omitting salt. Drain in colander; set aside. 

HEAT oil in same skillet on medium heat. Add garlic; cook and stir 2 min. Add pasta and cream cheese spread; 

cook and stir 2 to 3 min. or until cream cheese is melted and pasta is heated through. Stir in tomatoes; cook and 

stir 2 min. or until heated through. 

REMOVE from heat. Add basil; mix lightly. Sprinkle with Parmesan. 

www.kraftreceipes.com 

 

Calories  350 

Total Fat 11g 

Saturated Fat  3g 

Cholesterol 10mg 

Sugars  5 

Sodium  100mg 

8 Family Friendly Tips for Taking a Fall Hike     From www.parents.com 

Make Sure Shoes Fit  

Try on hiking boots for comfort and fit before you go. 

Getting Ready  

Let your kids help prepare for your hike by making trail mix, filling water bottles, and studying maps. 

Choose an Easy Route  

Choose an easy route so even the youngest hiker can say, "I walked the whole way!" Most younger children can handle a two-
mile hike -- and you may be surprised to see how far older kids walk! But for your first-time out on the trails, start with a gentle 
mile. 

Stop to Smell the Flowers  

Point out wildflowers, waterfalls, and birds' nests along the way. 

Invite a Trail Buddy  

Let your child invite a friend. She'll have more fun -- and be less likely to complain. 

Follow the Leader  

Give everyone -- even the youngest trail-goers -- a turn as the hike leader. 

Stay Hydrated  

Make frequent stops for water and snacks. 

Positive Reinforcement is Key!  

Praise patience and playfulness early and often. 

Winfield News 
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Dear Families, 

 

     For the 2011-2012 school year, all Carroll County elementary school students are encour-

aged to participate in a very exciting reading incentive, READY, SET, READ!  The incen-

tive is sponsored by Ravens’ player Matt Birk’s HIKE Foundation in partnership with the 

Carroll County Times.  Students are asked to read and respond to text throughout the year 

using a journal provided by the Foundation. Specific quarterly grade level goals are estab-

lished for minutes read and journal responses. Throughout each grading quarter, students 

keep track of the minutes they read on a chart inside their journal and parents need to sign 

the bottom of the chart.  Matt Birk will encourage students to read throughout the school 

year with phone calls, video messages in schools, and on Channel 21.  Keep your eyes and 

ears open! 

     Remember any reading counts!  This includes reading at home AND at school.  For exam-

ple, Raz-Kids, magazines, recipes, as well as books are all types of reading. Reading will only 

meet half of the expectations though.  In order to meet each quarterly goal, students also 

need to write in their journals.  We encourage students to write letters to Matt Birk in their 

journal sharing what they are reading. 

     For each grading quarter your child meets the reading and writing goal, he/she is entered 

into the school’s quarterly drawing.   There will be a K-2 and 3-5 name picked each grading 

quarter.  Those students will receive a quarterly prize…but that’s not all!  His or her name 

will be listed in the Carroll County Times as the quarterly winner for their school and their 

name will appear on Channel 21!  When your child meets the quarterly expectations for the 

first three grading quarters, your child, even if they won that quarter, will be entered into 

the Grand Prize drawing which will be held in May.  Your child has the opportunity to have 

his/her name entered three times by meeting or exceeding the quarterly expectations.   

Then, one student from grades K-2 and one student from grades 3-5 from each elementary 

school in Carroll County will win a trip to meet Matt Birk, tour the Ravens’ Stadium, and 

have lunch downtown.  Matt Birk is excited and we are too…so READY, SET, READ!  

GOOD LUCK!! 

 

  Sincerely, 

  Christina Bixler 

  ELA Specialist 
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October 2011 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2 3 

1:00 pm -  Early  

Dismissal 

 

Project ACES starts 

today! 

4 5 6 

6:30  - GT Open House 

 

Interims 

 

Market Day Internet 

Orders Due 

 

7 8 

9 

 

Fire Prevention 

Week  

10 

 

4:15 - Parent 

 Conferences 

 

6:30 - Volunteer 

Training 

 

National School 

Lunch Week 

 

11 12 

 

4:00 - Market Day 

Pick Up 

 

 

5:00 - Board of 

Education Meeting 

13 14 15 

16 

 

National School Bus 

Safety Week 

 

 

 

 

Project ACES ends 

today! 

17 18 

 

7:00 - Town Meeting 

 

School Bus Driver 

and Bus Assistant 

Recognition Day 

19 

 

6:30 - PTA Meeting 

20 21 22 

23 24 25 

 

4:15—Parent 

 Conferences 

 

 

26 27 28 29 

30 31 

 

Halloween 
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November 2011 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

       

  1 2 3 

1:00 pm -  Early  

Dismissal 

 

End of 1st Marking 

Period 

 

Market Day  

Internet orders due 

4 5 

6 

 

Standard Time 

 Begins – set back 

your clocks! 
 

7 

 

8 9 

4:00 - Market Day 

Pick Up 

 

5:00 - Board of  

Education Meeting 

10 11 

 

Veterans Day 

12 

13 

 

American Education 

Week 

14 

 

1:00 pm -  Early  

Dismissal 

 

School Psychology 

Awareness Week 

15 16 

 

4:15 - Parent 

 Conferences 

 

6:30 - Volunteer 

Training 

17 18 19 

20 21 22 

 

23 24 25 26 

27 28 

 

School Re-opens 

 

 

29 30    
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