
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
From the Panda Bear Main Office 
 
Welcome back to Westminster Elementary School!  We 
hope you enjoyed a relaxing, safe summer with your 
family.  We’ve been busy preparing the school for the 
students and teachers to return, and we thank our 
custodial staff for getting the school in tip top shape for 
everyone. 
 
I’d like to thank everyone who had the opportunity to 
come out and meet Karen Barnes and me during the 
Popsicles with the Principal nights.  We loved interacting 
with students and their families, as usual. We feel 
blessed to be part of this community. 
 
This year, Westminster Elementary School is making a 
big effort to recycle in the cafeteria.  The students are 
doing a great job, and we are reducing our trash by more 
than 70%!  WOW!  We will continue to work on ways to 
make our community and our planet a little greener. 
 
Our Car Rider line of cars is beginning to be problematic 
as it blocks bus traffic and community traffic on 
Uniontown Road.  Please consider taking advantage of 
the bus transportation provided by the county to reduce 
the number of cars that pull into the lot.  If you’re in a 
really “green” mood, consider walking with your child 
instead of driving.  Reducing the number of cars on the 
lot improves safety and the environment. 
 
Please take a few moments to review our school 
website.  It is updated frequently, and will only improve 
as the year goes on.  We encourage families to opt for 
reading the newsletter from the website instead of 
receiving a paper copy.  Please let us know by filling out 
the form at the end of this newsletter if you don’t have 
internet access and require a paper copy.  Otherwise, 
we’re excited about reducing our paper usage.  
  
We look forward to working with you and your family this 
year!  I am available to listen to any concerns you have, 
and I encourage open communication to resolve 
problems.  Feel free to contact me via phone at (410) 
751-3222 or email at TMBELSK@k12.carr.org. 
 
Yours in Education, 
 
Tracy M. Belski 
Principal 
Westminster Elementary School 
 

 

WES CALENDAR 
   

 
 
 

 
1 Back to School Night K -2, 6:30 pm 

Volunteer Training, 6:00 pm 
3 Back to School Night 3 - 5, 6:30 pm 

Volunteer Training, 6:00 pm 
7 Schools Closed 
8 PTO Meeting, 7:00 pm 
10 Picture Day 
14 Flu Mist 
18 Early Dismissal 
21 Flu Mist 
24 Volunteer Training, 9:00 am 
28 Schools Closed 
 
 
 
Looking Ahead… 
 

 
 
 

2 Fun Run 
5 Conference Night, until 7:00 pm 
 Volunteer Training, 6:00 pm 
9 Fun Run Rain Date 
13 Conference Night until 7:00 pm 
 Volunteer Training, 6:30 pm 
 PTO Meeting, 7:00 pm 
16 Schools Closed 
19-30 Scholastic Book Fair 
28 Conference Night until 7:00 pm 
 Family Night at Book Fair until 7:00 pm 
29 Early Dismissal 
 
 

 
WES WEBSITE 
 
Have you seen the Westminster 
Elementary School website?  Our 

website, including the Panda Press, is a valuable 
resource for families as it contains, event dates, 
breakfast and lunch menus, and much more.  The 
Panda Press and menus will be posted by the first 
of each month.  Please help us to “go green” by 
reading our information on-line. 
Our web address:   www.carrollk12.org/wes 

 

Westminster Elementary School 
“Learning Today for Our Tomorrow” 

County Internet Address:  http://www.carrollk12.org 
WES Internet Address: http://www.carrollk12.org/wes 

(410) 751-3222           Fax (410) 751-3926          TTY: (410) 751-3034 
          Tracy M. Belski                                                   Karen S. Barnes 

 Principal                                   Assistant Principal 



Arrival and Dismissal  
Information 
 

 
Arrival:   
 
Students transported by bus may enter the school 
building at 8:15 a.m. through the main entrance and go 
directly to assigned classrooms.  Students who walk 
may enter the building no earlier than 8:15 a.m.  For 
safety reasons, all students must use sidewalks and 
enter through the main entrance. 
 
Car riders should use ONLY the entrance that proceeds 
directly to the side of the building (do not pass through 
the bus loop), wait in a single file line and proceed 
slowly around the side parking loop.  Please do not 
allow your child to exit your car, until you have reached 
the area designated for drop off.   DO NOT PASS 
CARS WAITNG IN THE LOOP.  Students should 
remain in their cars until the assistant gives the 8:15 
signal, allowing students to enter the side entrance. 
Because students must be in their seats at 8:35, if you 
arrive after 8:30 you must park in the side lot and walk 
your child into the building. NO CARS SHOULD BE IN 
THE DRIVEWAY LOOP IN FRONT OF THE BUILDING 
WHERE BUSES DROP OFF STUDENTS.   
 
 
Dismissal:   
 
There will be no crossing guard on Uniontown 
Road.  Dismissal begins at 3:05 p.m.  As buses arrive, 
students who ride the bus will be dismissed to exit 
through the main lobby doors.  Following buses, car-
riders will be called for dismissal.  Students who are 
being picked up IN THE OFFICE will be called to the 
office after bus riders have been dismissed.  When 
picking up students from the office, you must park in a 
designated space and come into the building to sign 
them out.  Parents must remain in the lobby - do not go 
to the classroom after signing your child out. 
 
Car riders will be dismissed to exit through the cafeteria 
side of the building.  For the safety of all students, they 
must wait in the “holding area”, until they are dismissed 
by the assistant to exit through the cafeteria side of the 
building.  Parents who pick up a car rider are not 
required to show identification and sign out students.  
Therefore, parents with security concerns should 
consider having their children dismissed to the office, 
where they must be signed out. 
 
No cars are allowed in the Bus Loop (front 
driveway) during arrival or dismissal times: 8:00-
9:00 a.m.; 2:45 - 3:45 p.m. 
     
 We will not accept phone calls to change dismissal 
procedures for your child.  You must send a note to 
school with your child.  If your plans change during 
the course of the school day, please drop off a note 
to the office before dismissal (or you may fax it to 
(410)751-3926 however; you MUST call to verify that 
the fax was received.) 
      
 
 
 

LATE ARRIVALS AND EARLY DISMISSALS  
 
Any student arriving to school at or after 8:35 a.m. 
must report directly to the office and be accompanied 
by a parent or guardian to be signed in and to receive a 
“late” pass.  Students being dismissed prior to 3:05 
p.m. must be signed out by a parent/guardian. The 
child will not be called to the office for dismissal 
until the parent/guardian arrives in the office. Late 
arrival and early dismissals will be reported on the 
student’s progress report as a tardy.  
 
 
Carroll County Public Schools  
Volunteer Program  
Making A Difference Together  
 
Level II Volunteers (classroom helpers, tutors, 
chaperones, mentors, etc) are required to attend an 
annual training session at least seven (7) school days 
prior to volunteering. School Days are defined as days 
when schools are open for students. Scheduled training 
sessions for the 2009-2010 school year will be available 
by mid-August. Many schools include volunteer training 
sessions with other school activities/events, so look for 
dates and times in school newsletters and AlertNow 
updates. Volunteer training obtained during the 2008-
2009 school year is valid through September 30, 2009. 
Plan to attend a volunteer training session before 
October 1, 2009 to avoid a break in your volunteer 
service.  
 
Thanks in advance for supporting student achievement 
by volunteering in our schools.  
Additional information about the school system's 
volunteer program can be obtained by contacting Jane 
Farver, CCPS Volunteer Program Coordinator at 
ejfarve@carrollk12.org or 410-386-1536. 
 
Volunteer Training Opportunities in Our Area 
(See calendar for dates at WES) 
9/2, Friendship Valley Elem, 9:00 am, 410-751-3650 
9/2, Friendship Valley Elem, 6:00 pm, 410-751-3650 
9/8, William Winchester Elem, 7:00 pm, 410-751-3230 
9/10, East Middle, 6:30 pm, 410-751-3656 
9/14, William Winchester Elem, 6:00 pm, 410-751-3230 
9/16, Cranberry Station Elem, 6:30 pm, 410-386-4440 
9/17, Westminster High, 2:45 pm, 410-751-3630 
 
 
ADA Compliance Statement 
 
The Board of Education of Carroll County does not 
discriminate on the basis of disability in employment or 
provision of services, programs or activities.  
Information concerning the Americans with Disabilities 
Act is available from the Director of Facilities, 410-751-
3177. Persons needing auxiliary aids and services for 
communication should contact the Office of Community 
and Media Relations at 410-751-3020 or 
publicinfo@carrollk12.org, or write to Carroll County 
Public Schools, 125 North Court Street, Westminster, 
Maryland  21157. Persons who are deaf, hard of 
hearing, or have a speech disability, use Relay or 7-1-1. 
Please contact the school system at least one (1) week 
advance of the date the special accommodation is 
needed. 



NOTES FROM THE NURSE 
 
Flu Mist will be offered this 
month.  Please see the flyer 
that was sent home with your child. 
 
Please encourage your child to eat something for 
breakfast.  If they are rushed in the morning have 
them put something in their backpack to eat before 
school starts. 
 
Please place some non-medicated cough drops in 
your child’s backpack.  They are allowed to carry 
them in school.  A favorite brand that children like is 
Hall’s Fruit Breezers. 
 
If your child is not feeling well, please check their 
temperature and if it is 100 degrees or above, please 
keep them home from school.  If they come to see 
me with a temp of 100 degrees or above, I will have 
to send them home per the county policy.  Mercury 
thermometers should be replaced with digital 
ones as they are considered an environmental 
hazard. They can be recycled at the Carroll Co. 
Health Dept. Contact Charles Zeleski@410-857-
5009.  A helpful website is: 
www.nih.gov/od/ors/ds/nomercury/kidsflyer.pdf   
 
If your child has symptoms of conjunctivitis, (red eye, 
pus like drainage or itching), please call your 
physician for an appointment.  If they come to school 
with these symptoms, I will have to send them home 
per the county policy as it is very contagious. 
 
ASTHMA:   We strongly suggest that you keep an 
extra inhaler in the health room. If your child has 
permission to carry an inhaler a backup is still nice to 
have.  If they forget their inhaler at home, they would 
be able to come to the health room and use the one 
here. 
 
If your child will need to have a medication at school, 
please have the Pharmacist split the dosage into 
TWO bottles.  This way you have one for home and 
one for school.  All medication must be in an original 
container and can only be transported by an adult. 
Any time a child brings medication to school it is a 
violation of the CCPS Drug Policy and can result in a 
suspension. 
 
Kindergarten parents: Please pack a complete 
change of clothes for your child to keep either in 
their cubby or in their backpack. The Health 
Room will no longer  be providing underpants. 
Once my current supply is used I cannot buy 
anymore. The budgets are too tight to continue 
purchasing underpants for one time use. I am not 
allowed to accept them returned with the washed 
borrowed clothing nor am I allowed to accept 
donated used underpants. If I get new unused 
underpants donated then I will have some to offer. 
 
We will again do Vision and Hearing Testing this 
year. I will place a notice in the newsletter when I am 

aware of the dates. Normally we screen all 
kindergarten and fourth grade students and all 
teacher referrals. 
 
Please feel free to call me at school anytime you may 
have questions. I work from 8:00-3:30pm daily. 
 
Vicky Walters, RN 
 
 

CAFETERIA NEWS 
 

NO FOOD IN THE CAFETERIA IS 
ALLERGEN FREE!  It is encouraged that 
children with food allergies not purchase 

cafeteria food. 
 
 
Breakfast is a great way for your child to start the day 
and we welcome your child to eat breakfast here at 
school.  Did you know that studies have shown that 
students who eat breakfast each day score higher on 
tests, have fewer visits to the school nurse, and are 
better able to concentrate during the day?  The 
cafeteria is open for breakfast from 8:15 to 8:30 and 
students should go directly to the cafeteria upon arrival 
if they are planning to eat.   
 
Breakfast is $1.25 and costs .30 for students eligible for 
reduced meals.   
 
Lunch is $2.00 and .costs 40 for students eligible for 
reduced meals.   
 
A separate serving of milk or juice is .50.   
 
Our menus are posted on the website each month. 
 
 
 

 
FREE AND REDUCED MEALS 
 
      

Students who received free or reduced meals at 
the end of last school year will have a short grace 
period at the beginning of this school year to allow 
for the new forms to be submitted and processed.   
 
Families with students enrolled in the CCPS will 
be required to submit one application per 
household to qualify for free or reduced-price 
meals for the 2009 – 2010 school year. This will 
be sent home with the youngest family member.  
If you think you may qualify, please fill out the 
form and return it to the school office immediately.  
These forms are strictly confidential. 
 
If you have any questions, please feel free to 
contact the school office.  
 
 
 
 



The Scholastic Book 
Fair is your 

destination for great 
books. 

It will be held in the 
Media Center from 
October 19th to 30th.  
Family Night will be 
on Wednesday, 
October 28th from 

4:00 to 7:00.  (This is also a conference night.)  
We are looking for volunteers to assist with 
planning, organizing, decorating, and sales, etc.  
We need volunteers during the school day and on 
Family Night.  You may volunteer by calling Gail 
Wolff at the school or by sending an e-mail to: 
WESBookFair@yahoo.com.  Please look for a 
flyer with additional information to be coming 
home soon. 

 
Check out our Book Fair homepage at:  

 
http://bookfairs.scholastic.com/homepage/wesbookfair 

 
 
MEDIA BOOKS 
 
Please help your child learn how to 
properly care for books.  We ask that 
students keep media books and magazines in their 
backpacks whenever they are not being read.  This 
ensures that they will not become lost or damaged and 
will be returned on media day.  Please remind them to 
keep media books out of the hands of much-younger 
siblings and to avoid eating and drinking while reading 
their books.  Thank You. 
 
 

Instrumental Music News 
  
 

The instrumental music program at WES had a 
phenomenal year last year, and we're planning to hit 
the ground running this year. All 5th grade students who 
played in instrumental music last year will receive a 
signup form for 5th grade band or orchestra on the first 
day of school. That form is due by Friday, August 28. 
5th grade instrumental lessons will begin on 
Monday, August 31. I would love to see every student 
who played in 4th grade last year return for another 
year! 
  
Attention all 4th grade parents: It's your child's year 
to play a musical instrument! You will be receiving 
information throughout September about playing in the 
band and orchestra. I encourage all 4th grade parents 
to attend the instrumental music informational 
meeting on Thursday, September 3, immediately 
following the 3rd, 4th, and 5th grade Back To 
School Night. You will learn more about how the 
program works and what your child will get out of 
his/her experience. This is your child's chance to learn 
a new skill and enjoy an experience they will remember 
for a lifetime! If you have any questions, please don't 
hesitate to contact Mr. Thompson at 
blthomp@k12.carr.org or by phone here at the school. 

       Art to Remember 
  
In September, we will once again be 
creating our annual “Art to Remember” 

projects.  Parents, you will receive a "permission to 
participate" letter during September.  We look forward 
to all the wonderful art again this year. 
 

ART TRADING CARDS 
  
Students in grades 3 - 5 will be introduced to Art 
Trading Cards in the art room.  There will be a box of 
art trading cards in the art room that children may trade.  
The art room will provide a 2 ½ X 3 ½ card for student 
art. If a student wants to trade with the box in the art 
room, s/he has to put a card s/he has made into the 
box.  Art Trading Cards are to be traded, never sold.  
 
What kind of media can be used?  Crayon, pencil, color 
pencils, markers, anything! 
 
What subjects can be put on cards?  Flowers, animals, 
people, pets, landscapes, toys, cars, trucks, pandas, 
lessons from art class, OR, create anything imaginative.  
 
So, if you see some small art, don't toss it out!  It's an 
Art Trading Card. 
  

Health News 
 
WES has a new health teacher part time this year, Mrs. 
Tasha Bittinger.  She will be teaching health Monday, 
Thursday, and Friday.  Mrs. Bittinger will also be 
teaching P.E. classes. 
 
WES will participate in Project ACES (Active Children 
Excel in School) again this year.  This is a physical 
activity challenge for grades K - 5.  The challenge 
begins on October 5th and runs through October 18th.   
Please look for information coming home about this 
program and help your child to participate.  There are 
many ways to “get active” with your child.  Students 
who complete all 14 days of the challenge have the 
chance to win great prizes.  Most of all, students who 
participate will have fun while being active. 
 
 

Gifted and Talented Program 
 
The CCPS Gifted and Talented Program is designed to 
meet the needs of highly able learners and maximize 
student achievement.  Gifted and Talented teachers, in 
collaboration with classroom instructors, will continue to 
provide a continuum of interventions designed to meet 
the needs of Gifted and Talented Education Program 
participants. This may include in-class instruction, 
pullout groups, and/or resource development with 
classroom teachers. A Referral and Review Team will 
determine student eligibility for interventions. Indicators 
for participation include observational checklists, 
standardized test scores, work samples, and classroom 
performance. Although students are not formally 
identified until the beginning of third grade, Gifted and 
Talented teachers will continue to provide a range of 
services for grades K-5, including the Primary 
Education Thinking Skills for grade 2. Look for more 
information concerning the upcoming Gifted and 
Talented Education Program Orientation Night. 



PTO Birthday Book Program 
 
In celebration of their birthdays, all WES 
students are invited to select a book 
(purchased with PTO funds), which will be donated to 
the Ben Carson Reading Room.  Students will be given 
the opportunity to choose their book during their 
birthday week.  The book will be labeled with the child’s 
name and displayed on a special shelf.  The birthday-
boys-and-girls will be the first ones to read their 
“birthday books” in the Reading Room.  Many thanks to 
the PTO for providing this way to honor our students 
and promote reading for enjoyment! 
 

WAYS TO HELP OUR SCHOOL 
 

Please remember to save box tops from General 
Mills/Betty Crocker products and UPC codes from 
Campbell’s products.  A list of the many items eligible 
for these programs can be found at the following 
websites: www.boxtops4education.com and 
www.labelsforeducation.com.   
WES is no longer collecting old printer cartridges or 
cell phones for recycling.   
 
Parents and friends must re-register each year for our 
programs at Safeway, Giant and Target.  Each time 
parents shop at these stores and use their store cards 
our school earns money. 
 
To register at Safeway go to escrip.com or call 1-800-
400-7878.  Use our school ID# 6634253.  
To register at Giant go to giantfood.com/aplus or call 1-
877-366-2668.  Use our school ID# 01204. 
To register at Target go to target.com/tcoe. Use our 
school ID# 57825. 
 
 

          Girl Scouts 
 
To the parents of all girls from grades K-5: 
 
Where can you make new friends, learn new 

things, visit new places, and have a lot of FUN?  The 
answer is Girl Scouts!!!  There is a Girl Scout 
Program for all girls.   
 
COME JOIN US!!!!  Please call me or email me to get 
your daughter registered with a troop. 
 
CONTACT:  Tony Roman, Service Unit Manager 
(SUM), 410-848-5276, Tonygscm@yahoo.com 

Permission to Photograph, Videotape 
or Audiotape 

 
Throughout the school year, the Carroll County Public 
School System frequently covers school activities and 
may use your child’s photograph, video image, or voice 
for educational, informational, or public relations 
purposes, with or without identification by name. 
 
If you do not wish to have your child’s voice reproduced 
on tape or to have his/her image appear in such things 
as a video, a photograph, or the school website, please 
notify the school principal in writing.  It is assumed that 
parents and guardians consent to their children being 
audiotaped, photographed, videotaped, or having their 
image placed on a school website unless such 
notification is received. 
 
There are also occasions at which the media cover 
certain school events (such as when a government 
leader visits a school).  If you do not wish to have your 
child’s name or likeness published by the media, you 
should address your concerns directly to the school 
involved so that the media is so advised.  Please be 
advised that the school system has no control over the 
media when they are covering activities such as 
sporting events and musical programs that are open to 
the public.    Revised 7/11/07 
 
 

NOTICE 
 
The Asbestos Hazard Emergency Response Act 
(A.H.E.R.A.) management plans for all buildings owned 
or leased by the Board of Education of Carroll County 
are available for review at the individual Carroll County 
school locations and at the Plant Operations office 
located at:  191 Schaeffer Avenue, Westminster, MD 
21157.  Management plans are required by the 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and depict the 
location, amount, condition, and response action 
projected for any asbestos-containing materials, if any 
are located in the school building. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
_____ I do not have internet access and would like to continue to receive paper copies of the Panda Press. 
 
 
Student’s Name:  _____________________________________________ 
 
 
Grade: _____ Teacher: ___________________________ 
 
 
Parent signature:  ________________________________________________________________________ 

http://www.giantfood.com/aplus

