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. . . with my unused and expired prescription medication?


The first answer is:  Don’t Rush to Flush!
Medications that are poured down the drain or flushed end up in our waterways and drinking water, and wastewater treatment plants cannot remove the chemicals in those medications.  Even medicine discarded in the trash can make its way into the water supply through rainwater runoff and be absorbed into the soil.  Prescription medications placed into the trash can also cause illness in pets and wild animals, because they often get into the trash while we are unaware.   



The second answer is:  Take prescription medications to




         a local collection center near you!
On October 24, 2009, Carroll County implemented a year-round prescription medication collection and disposal program.  The program was created to lessen the impact that prescription medications have on the environment.  Now residents can bring their medication to the collection centers below where they will be disposed of properly.

The following police agencies will accept unused and expired prescription medications only.  These locations cannot accept over-the-counter medications or medical equipment such as needles.


Westminster City Police Department

Taneytown Police Department




36 Locust Street



120 E. Baltimore Street




Westminster, MD   21157


Taneytown, MD   21787




410-848-4646




410-751-1150



Sykesville Police Department


Carroll County Sheriff North Carroll




7547 Main Street



Satellite Office




Sykesville, MD   21784



2255 Hanover Pike




410-795-0757




Greenmount, MD   21074










410-386-2464
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This program is approved by the Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) and overseen by the Carroll County Sheriff’s Office.  For more information or questions about the program, please contact Jolene Sullivan at the Department of Citizen Services at 410-386-3600 or jsullivan@ccg.carr.org. 
Every family, at some time, will face the problem of disposing of prescription medications that are expired, unused, or partially used by family members.  Not only will this program have a positive impact on our environment, it will also keep harmful medications out of the hands of our children.
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