Title I Parent Advisory Council Meeting

Wednesday, December 9, 2009

5:30 – 8:00 PM

Cranberry Station Elementary School

Families in Attendance:

Jose and Nora Monroy [Robert Moton Elementary School]

Tara Strovel [Robert Moton Elementary School]

1. Sign-In and Dinner:  Dinner was catered by Pizza Hut and the menu included:  pasta dishes, wings with ranch dip, breadsticks and cinnamon sticks.

2. Children’s Activity and Homework Help:  Ms. Doris Smith, William Winchester Elementary School, provided activities for the students related to “The Polar Express.”

3. “My Wish” Icebreaker:  For the ice breaker activity, parents and staff were each told hypothetically that they had 5 minutes left to live.  Before dying, they were being granted one wish to relive one moment in their life over again.  Which moment would they most want to relive?  After sharing, Ms. Beard noted that each response given was directly related to our children and that was the reason why we meet together as a parent advisory council.

4. Parents Learning Together – Parent Involvement That Matters:  Ms. Beard shared a powerpoint presentation that outlined the following ideas:

a. Very large part of Title I is parent involvement.  Money is set aside at the county and school levels for parent involvement activities, resources, materials, trainings, etc.

b. Mission and Vision of Parent Advisory Council
c. What the word empower means and how the Parent Advisory Council does that for parents

d. Definition of Parent Involvement (regular, two-way and meaningful communication between parents and school staff)

e. How can we be involved in our children’s education in a way that really matters?

5. Parents Working Together – Evaluating Parent Involvement (Parents, Title I, School, Carroll County):  Parents and staff had a group discussion about parent involvement and how we are doing as parents, as a Title I program, as a school, and in Carroll County.  
In the NCLB definition of parent involvement, there are 3 ways that parents can be involved in their child’s education.  These are:

1. Ensure parents play an integral role in assisting their child’s learning.

2. Parents are encouraged to be actively involved in their child’s education at school.

3. Parents are full partners in their child’s education and are included, as appropriate, in decision-making and on advisory committees to assist in the education of their child.

Parents and staff took each of these definitions and answered various “think-about” statements to evaluate how we are doing with parent involvement as parents, schools and as a Title I program.

Parent feedback was as follows:

	Ensure parents play an integral role in assisting their child’s learning.

	What I Am Doing As a Parent …
	What I Wish I was Doing As A Parent …
	What Title I is doing to assist my child’s learning …
	What I wish Title I was doing to assist my child’s learning …

	*Good Night’s Sleep
*Coming to Title I Nights

*Good Health for my child

*Good breakfast before going to school

*Do homework together at home.
	*Reading together every night.
*Volunteer in classroom – work schedule won’t allow me to.

*Be able to understand the homework that is coming home and be able to really help my child with it.
	*Provide extra support to my child.
*Small Group Instruction

*TRYING to get all parents involved to understand what is happening in the classroom.
	*Get more parents to participate so that I could hear their feedback.
*Help me to understand my child’s homework.

*More workshops and large parent conferences.


	Parents are encouraged to be actively involved in their child’s education at school.

	As a parent, I am encouraged to be involved in my child’s education by …
	As a parent, I wish I were more encouraged to be involved by…
	Title I / My school encourages me to be involved by …
	I wish Title I / my school would encourage me to be more involved by …

	*Ability to ask for more homework/extra practice for my child.

*Chaperone for field trips.


	*Warmer greeting and reception from the front office staff.  Sometimes I go in and stand/wait to be recognized or assisted.  

*Better customer service as a parent.  
	*PTO asks for parent volunteers for events.

*Evening Title I events.

*Providing child care at Title I events so I can participate.
	*Having school-wide reading and math nights that give us a “window into the classroom.”

*Offer more things in Spanish – a Spanish movie for PTO Movie Night for Spanish-speaking families.

*Seeing teachers attend at least one PTO Meeting or event per year.

	Parents are full partners in their child’s education and are included, as appropriate, in decision-making and on advisory committees to assist in the education of their child.

	I am / I can be involved in decision-making by …
	I wish I could be more involved in decision-making by…
	My School / Title I provides decision-making opportunities by …
	I wish my school / Title I would provide more decision-making opportunities by …

	*Attending PTO Meetings

*Coming to Title I nights and deciding how parent involvement budget will be spent.
	
	*PTO [Spanish-speaking family did not know what PTO was or how they could be involved]

*School Improvement Team [Parents did not realize they could participate]

*Parent surveys/evaluation forms for Title I events

*Allowing me to help create Parent Involvement Plan and Compact for Title I.
	


6. Personal Reflection on Parent Involvement:  Each parent was asked to take a few moments and write down 3 things they were doing to be an involved parent and 3 things they wish they were doing to be more involved.  Parents were asked to share one or more of their responses.
One parent noted that she is involved by helping her son with his homework each night and one way she wished that she could be more involved was to volunteer in the classroom.

Another parent noted that she is involved by making sure her children get a good night’s sleep each night before school and wished she could be more involved by understanding what her children were learning at school.

7. Next Meeting will be held on a Tuesday at 6:00 PM in January.  Date/location will be announced.  The topic will be “What exactly is the MSA (Maryland State Assessment: and why does it really matter?”

The Mission of the Carroll County Title I Parent Advisory Council is to empower Carroll County Title I Parents to understand how to help their child(ren) be successful academically.  Our Vision is that every Carroll County Title I Parent will be involved in supporting their child(ren)’s academic success, to the best of their ability.
