[image: image3.wmf]Mechanicsville Elementary School

School-to-Home Connection

3838 Sykesville Road, Sykesville, MD  21784

Phone:  410-751-3510 / Fax:  410-751-3516

http://www.carrollk12.org/mes/
11/10/11
Principal:  Nicholas R. Shockney
                      Assistant Principal:  Nicole M. Jensen

Dear MES Families, 

We would like to extend an invitation to all of our families to visit MES during American Education Week (November 14th through November 18th). This is a great opportunity to experience your child’s learning first hand in the classroom. If you can’t make it this week, please feel free to visit MES at any time. We encourage and welcome our parents and guardians to become actively involved in our school community. Parents and guardians can support our students throughout the school year by serving as parent volunteers, by sharing their knowledge as expert speakers, or by just visiting when they can. Our PTA is another wonderful opportunity for parents and guardians to get involved. The MES PTA is meeting this month on Wednesday, November 30th. 

The MES Book Fair was a huge success again this year. We would like to thank Ms. Jessica Davis and the Book Fair Committee for all their hard work.  We would also like to thank the MES PTA for all their support. The MES PTA donated books to each teacher for their classroom libraries.  We are very thankful for their generosity. 


We would also like to extend a special thank you to Ms. Thelma Moeller and the Ice Cream Social Committee for putting on an outstanding Ice Cream Social.  After many attempts, the weather finally cooperated.  The social was a great experience for our students and families.  Fun was had by all!

In October, the Kindergarten classrooms at MES visited the Gamber Fire Company as part of Fire Prevention Week. They took a tour of the fire station and learned tips on fire safety. The members of the Gamber Fire Company did an outstanding job with our students. The visit was fun, interactive, and informative. Thanks so much for keeping our students safe! 

On October 17th, we had our Fun Run Event and we want to thank Julie Ford-Mount for all her hard work organizing this event.  It was a huge success and the weather was perfect.  

We recently recognized our team of custodians on Custodial and Maintenance Personnel Recognition Day. Mrs. Bare, Mrs. Bankard, Mrs. Conaway, Mr. Duerbeck, and Mr. Mapes work very hard to keep our building clean, safe, and in top operating condition. We also recognized our bus drivers and assistants on Bus Driver and Assistant Recognition Day. This group also works very hard each day to ensure that our students arrive at school and home safely. We are very thankful for the dedication and commitment of our custodians and bus drivers. 

The Eldersburg Wal-Mart recently donated $100 gift cards to ten MES teachers.  Teachers will use these funds to purchase items for their classrooms.  We would like to thank Wal-Mart for their support of the students of MES.  

Results of the 2011 Jump Rope for Heart fund raising event are in!  The students of MES raised over $20,000 for the American Heart Association.  MES ranked 1st in Carroll County, 7th in the State of Maryland, and 14th in the Mid-Atlantic Region.  Way to go students!


Throughout the school year, MES will host a series of Parent Academy sessions, informational evening programs designed just for parents and guardians.  These programs are designed to support families and help build awareness of the resources that are available within our community.  Our goal is to offer at least one session per month.  There will be a variety of presentations by the Carroll County Health Department, various representatives from the Board of Ed, Media Specialists, Guidance Counselors, and more.  Every month an RSVP form will be sent home.  Free child care will be provided by ABC Daycare for children ages 5-13. The next scheduled session is “What Parents Need to Know,” presented by Linda Auerback, Prevention Supervisor for the Carroll County Health Department.  It will take place on November 21, 2011 at 6:30 p.m.  If you have any questions or suggestions please feel free to contact Mrs. Batanglo at school.

Finally, as our seasons change, children often require reminders to wear the most weather-appropriate clothing to school.  Please make sure your child is sent to school each day prepared for the varying building temperatures as well as for cold weather outdoor play.  Layers are always a great idea!  Please remember to label all clothing articles with your child’s name so that misplaced items are easily returned to you.  A table of lost and found items will be placed in the front foyer during our upcoming conference evenings. 

Sincerely, 

Mr. Shockney and Ms. Jensen

2012-2013 SCHOOL YEAR  -  START & END TIMES CHANGING

Next year school will start for students at 9:30 a.m.  Dismissal will begin at 4:00 p.m.  More information about ABC schedules, bus routes and associated changes will be shared later during the school year.  

ONE BUS STOP REMINDER
In order to maintain a safe and consistent dismissal procedure in our schools, we are required to follow the county transportation policy.  Each student may have only one a.m. and one p.m. bus stop.  Students are not allowed to ride another bus or get off at another bus stop during the school year.  Exceptions will be made only in the event of an emergency or when an extenuating circumstance exists (which must be approved ahead of time by an administrator).
CAMERA SYSTEMS ON BUSES

Video/audio cameras are placed on school buses to protect students and staff and provide for a safe and orderly environment. The privacy of students and the recording are kept secure and are reviewed only by the authorized Carroll County Public Schools personnel.    If you have any questions, please contact Michael Hardesty / Director of Transportation Services at 410-751-3229 

NOTICE OF NON-DISCRIMINATION

The Carroll County Public Schools (CCPS) is firmly committed to creating equal employment and educational opportunities for all persons with regard to its employment practices and in the provision of services, programs, and activities.

The CCPS does not discriminate on the basis of age, color, genetic information, marital status, mental or physical disability, ancestry or national origin, race, religion, sex, or sexual orientation. The CCPS provides non-discriminatory access to school facilities in accordance with its policies and regulations regarding the community use of schools (including, but not limited to, the Boy Scouts).

The following person has been designated to handle inquiries regarding the non-discrimination policies:

Gregory J. Bricca

Director of Research and Accountability

125 North Court Street

Westminster, Maryland 21157

410.751.3068

NOTICE OF NON-DISCRIMINATION
The Carroll County Public Schools (CCPS) does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, ancestry or national origin, religion, sex, disability, or age in its programs and activities.  The CCPS provides nondiscriminatory access to school facilities in accordance with its policies and regulations regarding the community use of schools (including, but not limited to, the Boy Scouts).  The following person has been designated to handle inquiries regarding the non-discrimination policies:

Gregory J. Bricca

Director of Research and Accountability

125 North Court Street

Westminster, Maryland 21157

410.751.3068

ADA ACCESSIBILITY STATEMENT

The Carroll County Public Schools (CCPS) does not discriminate on the basis of disability in employment or the provision of services, programs or activities. Persons needing auxiliary aids and services for communication should contact the Office of Community and Media Relations at 410-751-3020 or publicinfo@carrollk12.org, or write to Carroll County Public Schools, 125 North Court Street, Westminster, Maryland 21157. Persons who are deaf, hard of hearing, or have a speech disability, may use Relay or 7-1-1. Please contact the school system at least one (1) week in advance of the date the special accommodation is needed.

Information concerning the Americans with Disabilities Act is available from the Director of Facilities or the Supervisor of Community and Media Relations.

Raymond Prokop


Carey Gaddis

         Director of Facilities

Supervisor of Community & Media Relations

  125 North Court Street

125 North Court Street

  Westminster, Maryland 21157

Westminster, Maryland 21157

(410) 751-3177


(410) 751-3020

GIFTED AND TALENTED PROGRAM
The CCPS Gifted and Talented Program is designed to meet the needs of highly able learners and maximize student achievement.  Gifted and Talented teachers, in collaboration with classroom instructors, will continue to provide a continuum of interventions designed to meet the needs of Gifted and Talented Education Program participants. This may include in-class instruction, pullout groups, and/or resource development with classroom teachers. A Referral and Review Team will determine student eligibility for interventions. Indicators for participation include observational checklists, standardized test scores, work samples, and classroom performance. Although students are not formally identified until the beginning of third grade, Gifted and Talented teachers will continue to provide a range of services for grades K-5, including the Primary Education Thinking Skills for grade 2.   
REQUEST FROM MRS. FROCK – ART TEACHER
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Each student will need an art smock or T-SHIRT (short sleeved, no buttons) for Art class.      

Also, Mrs. Frock’s Art class has a Wikispace at http://mrsfrocksartclass.wikispaces.com/.  Celebrate your child’s creativity by viewing unit themes and children’s artwork on the Student page as well as looking at PowerPoint Presentations and other relevant information on the Parent Page.   Make sure to leave a post.
*******************************************************************************
VOLUNTEER PROGRAM - Making a Difference Together
Level II Volunteers (classroom helpers, tutors, chaperones, mentors, etc) are required to attend an annual training session at least seven (7) school days prior to volunteering. School Days are defined as days when schools are open for students. Many schools include volunteer training sessions with other school activities/events, so look for dates and times in school newsletters and e-school updates. Volunteer training obtained during the 2009-2010 school year is valid through September 30, 2011. Plan to attend a volunteer training session before October 1, 2011 to avoid a break in your volunteer service.   Listed below are the training dates/times for Mechanicsville:  
November 16th @ 6:30 p.m.
February 9th @ 9:00 a.m. 
March 21st @ 6:30 p.m.

April 12th @ 9:00 a.m.
May 16th @ 6:30 p.m.

*******************************************************************************
[image: image2.wmf]CAFETERIA NEWS

Student lunch:
   $2.00

Milk/Water:
.50 cents

Reduced lunch:
    .40 cents
Ice cream:  
.75 cents

Student B.fast:    $1.25

Adult lunch
$3.25

Reduced B.fast     .30 cents

Please remember to put your child’s name and grade on your check for prepay lunches.   Prepay lunches make it easy for you and your child.   It also helps to keep the lines moving.  We will be serving breakfast every morning from 8:15 to 8:30 a.m.   Having breakfast is a great way to get your child ready for their day.  

If students forget or lose their lunch money, they will be allowed to borrow from the cafeteria.  This money should be repaid the following school day.  If a student has more than 2 outstanding borrow slips, and the family has not contacted the cafeteria manager, the student will only be served a cheese or peanut butter sandwich and milk until the money is repaid.  

	GRAB AND GO BREAKFAST takes only a few minutes and it’s a great way to start the day. Students who eat breakfast each day score higher on tests, have improved attention spans and productivity and have fewer visits to the school nurse. Students may eat in the cafeteria or take it to their classroom. Breakfast is provided at no cost to eligible free students and $.30 for students eligible for reduced. Breakfast is from 8:15 to 8:30. Regular price is $1.25. We will be serving more fresh fruits and vegetables from local area farmers for lunch and serving more whole grain products. We hope to see your child(ren) at both breakfast & lunch. You can find our breakfast and lunch menus on Mechanicsville’s web page. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me. Susan Quinn, Cafeteria Manager (smquinn@carrollk12.org).

	


Character Stars for October

We would like to congratulate the following students who were nominated as Character Stars for doing an outstanding job demonstrating responsible behavior in the classroom. Please look for their character star on the bulletin board by the media center.

Ranna Zara

Drew Baker

Zach Busic


Brendan Sapp

Matty Walsh

Sarah Fischer

Michael Granata

Noelle Dorsey

Kayla Fetner

Andrew Burns

Kyle Funka


Ugochi Mezu 

Reed D’Eugenio
Justin Carder

Kayla Sobiek


Jack Cross

Alexa Cecil


Building Character
Cooperation, Kindness, Courtesy

During the month of November Carroll County Public Schools will focus on cooperation, kindness, and courtesy. Each person is born with basic decency and goodness, and it is up to us to decide how we act on it. People can act upon their goodness by cooperating, showing kindness, and being courteous. This not only brings out their positive qualities, but it can also bring out the positive qualities in others.     

How can we model cooperative, kind, and courteous behavior? 

* Try to understand different points of view.

* Say “please,” “thank you,” and “excuse me.” 

* Think before we speak.

* Listen to others and think about what they are saying – show empathy

* Help someone without being asked. 

* Choose a positive attitude no matter what the circumstance. 

*  Problem-solve and share ideas.

Quotable Quotes
 Richard M. DeVos stated, “Few things in the world are more powerful than a positive push. A smile. A word of optimism and hope. A ‘You can do it!’ when things are tough.”
“Remember, kind words can be short and easy to speak, but their echoes are truly endless.” – Mother Teresa

“Rudeness is the weak man’s imitation of strength” – Eric Hoffer

RED OR BLUE WEEK SCHEDULE FOR SPECIALS
Nov. 7 – Nov. 11th is a RED week

Nov. 14th – Nov. 18th is a BLUE week
Nov. 21 – Nov. 25th is a BLUE week

Nov. 28th – Dec. 2nd is a RED week
Dec. 5th - Dec. 9th is a BLUE week

Dec. 12th – Dec. 16th is a RED week
Dec. 19 – Dec. 23rd is a BLUE week

IMPORTANT DATES
11/11:  Picture Re-take Day

11/14:  EARLY DISMISSAL – MES dismisses at 12:20 p.m.

11/15:  Parent/Teacher Conferences

11/16:  Volunteer Training @ 6:30 p.m. (Media Center)
11/17:  4th Grade Musical Program @ 7:00 p.m.
11/23 THUR 11/25:  SCHOOLS CLOSED – Thanksgiving Break
11/30:   PTA Meeting (Media Center) 7 p.m.
12/07:  3rd grade field trip

12/09: EARLY DISMISSAL – MES dismisses at 12:20 p.m.

12/14:  Winter Concert – 7 p.m.

12/23: EARLY DISMISSAL – MES dismisses at 12:20 p.m.
12/26  THRU 01/02:  SCHOOLS CLOSED

REQUEST FROM SCHOOL NURSE
Please remember that your child must be fever-free for 24 hours without medication(s) before returning to school.    

If your child vomits during the night, please keep them home from school the following day.  If you have any questions, please contact Mrs. Parker.  Thank you for your cooperation.  

CONSENT AND RELEASE 

Permission to Photograph, Videotape or Audiotape



Throughout the school year, the Carroll County Public School System frequently covers school activities and may use your child’s photograph, video image, or voice for educational, informational, or public relations purposes, with or without identification by name.


If you do not wish to have your child’s voice reproduced on tape or to have his/her image appear in such things as a video, a photograph, or the school website, please notify the school principal in writing.  It is assumed that parents and guardians consent to their children being audiotaped, photographed, videotaped, or having their image placed on a school website by the school system unless such notification is received.


There are also occasions when the media cover certain school events (such as when a government leader visits a school).  If you do not wish to have your child’s name or likeness published by the media, you should address your concerns directly to the school involved so that the media is so advised.  Please be advised that the school system has no control over the media when they are covering activities such as sporting events and musical programs that are open to the public.

Use of Student Work on Websites or in Publications

There may be times throughout the year when the Carroll County Public School System wishes to display student work on school websites or in publications. If you do not wish to have your child’s art, poetry, writing, etc. appear on school websites or in publications, please notify the school principal in writing. It is assumed that parents and guardians consent to their child’s work being displayed on school websites or in publications unless such notification is received.

7/8/09

