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Dear Families of Students in 1st through 5th Grade,

It is hard to believe that the summer break will soon be over and the start of the new school year is just around the corner.  We are eager to have our classrooms and hallways filled with our enthusiastic and energetic learners.  We have been very busy here at Mechanicsville this summer preparing for the upcoming school year.  
Our office staff and custodians have been working extremely hard to make sure the building is ready for the 2011-2012 school year.  Mrs. Free and Mrs. Morelock, our outstanding office secretaries, have worked diligently to ensure that we will be ready for students on August 30th.  Our terrific custodians have been cleaning and polishing to ensure that the building will be in peak condition.  In order to be ready in time for our staff and students, we ask that you please do not come in and ask to walk around the classrooms before the scheduled Open House/Meet the Teacher event on August 29th, as the custodial staff is still working feverishly to have the rooms ready for students.  We understand your eagerness to see your classrooms, but we just want to make sure we are ready for our students on August 30th.  

As for the most important piece of information, the student’s teacher assignment, you will find it on the mailing label on the envelope of this newsletter.  The 4th and 5th grade teams will be semi-departmentalizing again this year, which means that children will switch classes for ELA and Math/Content.  If your child is in 4th or 5th grade, you will receive a schedule at Back- to-School Night on August 31st or during the Open House session on August 29th.  This schedule will identify the other teachers your child will be working with this school year. 

Several staff members have moved on to new roles and are not returning to Mechanicsville.  We wish all of them the very best:
· Mrs. Barvir, Mrs. Herman, and Mrs. Wilson have retired and are enjoying time with their families.  

· Mr. Raeder has moved to Westminster Elementary  where he is teaching Second Grade.  

We are extremely excited about the new additions to our staff.  We would like to welcome:

· Ms. Escamilla, First Grade Teacher

· Ms. Nawy, Speech and Language Resource Teacher  

· Ms. Norman, First Grade Teacher
· Ms. Ridgely, Third Grade Teacher

· Mrs. Wallace, Special Education Resource Teacher
We are excited to continue our partnership with Stevenson University as a professional development school (PDS).  

We are pleased to have many Stevenson University interns and students in our classrooms again this year.  Mrs. Austin, Mrs. Purper, Mrs. Lynch, Miss Heim, Miss Buchman, Mrs. Winebrunner, Mrs. Stauder, Miss Davis, and Mrs. Batanglo                                                                 will all have senior interns (or student teachers) in their classrooms this year.  These interns will be at MES two days a week in the fall and full-time in the spring.  Mrs. Wineke, Mrs. Stimmel, Mrs. Gentile, Mrs. Houseal, and Ms. Concari                          will all have Stevenson students on a part-time basis.  We are so very fortunate to have such a wonderful partnership!
We are also excited to welcome two Physical Education interns from McDaniel College who will be working with our PE teachers, Mrs. Schlipper and Mrs. Forman.
We have several important dates that you need to put on your calendars:

	Event
	Date
	Time
	Audience

	Kindergarten
Orientation
	Wednesday, August 24th  
	10:00-11:30
	Parents and incoming 
K students

	New Student Orientation
	Monday, 
August 29th   
	2:00-2:30
	New 
Parents and Students

	Grades 1-5
Open House/Meet the Teacher
	Monday, 
August 29th   
	2:30-3:30
	Parents and Students

	BTS Night
Grades 3-5 
	Wednesday, 
August 31st   
	6:00
	Parents

	BTS Night
Grades 1-2
	Thursday, 
September 1st 
	6:00
	Parents

	Ice Cream Social
	Thursday, 
September 8th  

(9/15 rain date)
	6:00
	Students, Parents, and Families


Back-to-School Nights and Open House/Meet the Teacher Sessions:

The schedule of events for our Back-to-School activities has been set!  Please note that the two Back-to-School Nights will be held during the first week back for students.  In order to tailor our presentations to specific audiences, we have structured the Back-to-School Nights just for our parents and guardians.  Students may attend if they cannot make the Open House, but the information presented will be for parents and guardians.  Students will have the opportunity to meet their teachers, see their classrooms, and drop off any school supplies during the Open House/Meet the Teacher event on August 29th.  The Open House/Meet the Teacher event will provide students the opportunity to meet their teachers in an informal setting.  The New Student Orientation is for students new to MES in First through Fifth Grade.  New students and their families will get a "behind the scenes tour" of MES.  They will also have the opportunity to meet their teachers, administrators, guidance counselor, school nurse, and other school staff.         

Back-to-School Nights:

· Back-to-School Night is a time for teachers to share information with parents and guardians.  Please understand that this is not a time to conference with teachers.  We will continue to have conference nights for families throughout the school year, but please feel free to contact your child’s teacher by calling school should you need to schedule a conference at any point during the year.  
· Parents will be asked to fill out emergency cards so be sure to bring: physician and dentist’s names and telephone numbers, day care provider and number, and the names and phone numbers of those adults who are authorized to take your child from the building.  This will ensure that we have the most current information on the first day of school.

· Our nurse, Mrs. Parker, will be available for those parents who need to drop off medications, health forms, etc.

· Child care will not be provided during our Back-to-School Nights.  

PLEASE FEEL FREE TO BRING YOUR CHILD’S SCHOOL SUPPLIES TO THE OPEN HOUSE SESSION SO STUDENTS DON’T HAVE TO CARRY AN OVERLOADED BACKPACK ON THE FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL.  ALL ITEMS SHOULD BE CLEARLY LABELED.  Our school supply lists are posted on the MES website.  School supply kits purchased from the PTA will be delivered to your child’s classroom and will be available during the Open House/Meet the Teacher event.    

            If your child is a bus rider, we cannot stress enough the importance of having your child ride the bus consistently throughout the school year.  You are demonstrating your confidence in the child, the bus driver, and the school, and letting your child know that this is what is expected.  It also gives the bus driver an opportunity to get to know your child and the location of your bus stop.

             Please be patient with bus pick-up and drop-off times the first few weeks of school – delays are common.  It takes several weeks for the routes to become consistent.  An adult is responsible for being at the bus stop when a student is transported home.  Bus drivers are authorized to leave the child at the bus stop even if there is not an adult present.
            We look forward to seeing you at the Open House/Meet the Teacher event, at Back to School Nights, and at the Ice Cream Social.  Remember school starts for students on Tuesday, August 30th.  We hope that each of you had a wonderful summer break!  Please feel free to contact us at school if you have any questions.
Sincerely,

Mr. Shockney and Ms. Jensen
