Manchester Elementary School
Where Learning Never Ends
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Yellow Jacket News                                                    September 2011

Our “Happy Bee” logo is used with permission from DJ Inkers, www.djinkers.com.

Despite an earthquake, a hurricane and torrential rains, school opened and the first few days have gone well.  We certainly hope this strange weather pattern is not an indication of the weather for this winter.   The Opening Week Pep Rally was held this past Friday.  The students were entertained by staff members performing songs, skits, appearing in videos and reciting poems.  All of this was in an effort to demonstrate for students the red and blue behaviors that are part of the school’s PBIS Program.   Last year students earned a little over 111,000 Bee Tickets.  A goal has been set for students to earn 150,000 Bee Tickets by the end of this school year.  Students will continue to recite the Stop and Think Pledge each morning.  A copy of the pledge can be found below.  

The Stop and Think Pledge

I promise I will not tease anyone today.

I will think about the words I choose to say.

I will welcome the differences between you and me.

I will make our school a safe place for everyone to be.

In order to keep our students safe, it is important that all visitors to the building sign in at the office and get a visitor badge. Parents/guardians walking children into the school building in the morning must also sign in.  Please remember to sign out when leaving the school.  

Picture Day is scheduled for Tuesday, September 27th.  Information regarding Picture Day will be sent home separately.  Money for pictures should not be sent to school until the day the pictures are taken.  Students will have their pictures taken during the time the class is scheduled for specials.  

A reminder that students being dropped off at school in the morning should not be dropped off until 8:20 a.m.  Staff is not on duty until 8:20 and we are not able to appropriately supervise children until this time.  Manchester does have a before school and after school Daycare Program operating in the cafeteria.  If you would like more information regarding Playtime Daycare please contact the school office.

Volunteer Training
The following is a list of Volunteer Training Sessions here at Manchester in September:

Thursday, September 8th at 7:30 in the Media Center

Friday, September 16th at 9:30 in the Cafeteria (The PTA Volunteer Breakfast is from 9 – 10 in the Cafeteria) –      

      there will also be a work room training session, after the breakfast, in Work Room #1 (1st/2nd grade hallway)

Monday, September 26th at 7:30 in the Media Center (this is the last training before the 1st Grade Field Trip to 

      Summer’s Farm on October 5th and 6th) 

You must be trained at least 7 days prior to your first volunteer day/date.

You may attend a Volunteer Training Session at any Carroll County Public School. There is a list of trainings on the CCPS website www.carrollk12.org. Click on the “Volunteer Training Program Schedule” link.
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ADA ACCESSIBILITY STATEMENT

The Carroll County Public Schools (CCPS) does not discriminate on the basis of disability in employment or the provision of services, programs or activities. Persons needing auxiliary aids and services for communication should contact the Office of Community and Media Relations at 410-751-3020 or publicinfo@carrollk12.org, or write to Carroll County Public Schools, 125 North Court Street, Westminster, Maryland 21157. Persons who are deaf, hard of hearing, or have a speech disability, may use Relay or 7-1-1. Please contact the school system at least one (1) week in advance of the date the special accommodation is needed.

Information concerning the Americans with Disabilities Act is available from the Director of Facilities or the Supervisor of Community and Media Relations.

Raymond Prokop


Carey Gaddis
Director of Facilities

Supervisor of Community & Media Relations
125 North Court Street

125 North Court Street
Westminster, Maryland 21157
Westminster, Maryland 21157
(410) 751-3177


(410) 751-3020
AHERA (Asbestos Hazard Emergency Response Act) Management Plan

The Asbestos Hazard Emergency Response Act (AHERA) management plans for all buildings owned or leased by the Board of Education for Carroll County are available for review at the individual Carroll County school locations and at the Office of Plant Operations, located at 191 Schaeffer Avenue, Westminster, Maryland 21157.

Management plans are required by the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and depict the location, amount, condition and response action projected for any asbestos containing materials, if any are located in the school building.
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Art News

To kick off the school year the art program here at Manchester is doing a fundraiser called Art to Remember. To sum it up, the students will be making colorful themed artwork that can be made into t-shirts, mugs, mouse pads, pot holders, placemats, etc. The students are going to kick off the school year with this art project. In the near future, students will bring home parent reminders about the fundraiser and important information regarding purchasing these keepsakes. I am looking forward to making this fundraiser a huge success in order to benefit art education here at Manchester Elementary School.

Amy Smith

Audrey Snyder

Manchester Elementary Art Teachers 
CONSENT AND RELEASE 

Permission to Photograph, Videotape or Audiotape


Throughout the school year, the Carroll County Public School System frequently covers school activities and may use your child’s photograph, video image, or voice for educational, informational, or public relations purposes, with or without identification by name.


If you do not wish to have your child’s voice reproduced on tape or to have his/her image appear in such things as a video, a photograph, or the school website, please notify the school principal in writing.  It is assumed that parents and guardians consent to their children being audiotaped, photographed, videotaped, or having their image placed on a school website by the school system unless such notification is received.


There are also occasions when the media cover certain school events (such as when a government leader visits a school).  If you do not wish to have your child’s name or likeness published by the media, you should address your concerns directly to the school involved so that the media is so advised.  Please be advised that the school system has no control over the media when they are covering activities such as sporting events and musical programs that are open to the public.

Use of Student Work on Websites or in Publications


There may be times throughout the year when the Carroll County Public School System wishes to display student work on school websites or in publications. If you do not wish to have your child’s art, poetry, writing, etc. appear on school websites or in publications, please notify the school principal in writing. It is assumed that parents and guardians consent to their child’s work being displayed on school websites or in publications unless such notification is received.
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An "Instrumental Music Parent Information Meeting" will be held on Monday, September 12th from 6:30-7:30pm in the media center.  This meeting is primarily for parents of our 4th grade students, as these students will have the opportunity to begin a band or stringed instrument this year, as well as other families new to our instrumental music program.  Come learn about our instrumental music program here at Manchester Elementary, see instrument choices on display, and hear several ways to secure a quality instrument for your child! 
PBIS News-Sept. 2011

Manchester Elementary School is excited to start its fifth year as a Positive Behavioral Interventions & Supports (PBIS) school. At the end of last school year our PBIS program was evaluated and this summer we were awarded the Gold Banner. The banner is being displayed in the front lobby. This is the highest distinction for PBIS schools. We are very grateful to have students that work hard at showing the Four Bee’s (Bee Responsible, Bee Respectful, Bee Safe, and Bee Prepared) on a daily basis. We are very proud of our data! Last year, 94.5% of our students had 0 or 1 discipline referrals! Also, we had 85 fewer discipline referrals last school year than the previous school year. We plan to continue our school-wide bullying program this year. There are three main steps that students will be reviewing with their teachers: STOP-WALK-TALK! Students will be encouraged to hold up their hand and show the sign language letter “B” and say stop. Then they will be encouraged to walk away from the student and lastly they will go to a teacher to report what happened to them. Students will review this program at our PBIS kick-off assembly and from lessons taught by their teacher in the classroom. Also, we will be sending home a PBIS Behavior Contract for you to review with your child and then sign and return to school in order to be entered in a raffle for a $25.00 gift card to Miller’s Market. We are looking forward to a great school year! Thanks for your support! 
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The PBIS Team


Welcome Back from Student Council!!!

Student Council elections for 3rd, 4th, and 5th grade will begin the week of September 12, with voting taking place on Friday, September 16.

We are looking to plan our annual food drive, Giving Tree, Jump Rope for Heart program, and a student counsel created fundraiser.  Spirit Games will also take place this year with 5th grade students competing against Manchester teachers!!

Have a great year,

Mrs. Furano and Mrs. Murphy, Student Council Advisors

Did you do your Summer Reading Training?

Welcome back to the start of a new school year at the Yellow Jacket Hive!  Students, who attended Manchester Elementary last year, were challenged to train for this year's school season by reading over the summer.  All students who reached the set reading goal for their grade level (Entering 1st and 2nd graders needed a total of 6 hours or more; entering 3rd, 4th and 5th graders needed a total of 8 hours or more) must return their completed and signed reading logs to this year’s teacher by Friday, September 9, 2011.  Students will be  invited to the Summer Reader Celebration if their reading log has the minutes totaled to show meeting the reading goal, is signed by a parent, and is sent to school no later than September 9th.  We look forward to celebrating with all of our great summer readers!  Details about this celebration will be sent home to eligible summer readers later in September.  
Coming soon…

Information about the Ready, Set Read! reading incentive program for all Manchester Elementary students will be coming later in September.  This program is part of the HIKE foundation sponsored by Baltimore Raven, Matt Birk.  All students will keep track of their daily reading for chances to win prizes and even a chance to win an end-of-the-year trip to M & T Bank stadium to meet and play with Matt Birk.  Are you ready to read?
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Lunch Program

Frequently Asked Questions

Q.  What is the price of lunches and snacks?
A. Students Lunch  $2.00    -   Ice Cream, popcorn, gushers, soft pretzels $.75

     Adult Lunch      $3.25    -    Juices $.50, Milk $.50, Bottled Water $.50

     Breakfast $1.25.

Q.  Can I pay for lunches in advance?
A.  Yes, there are three different ways to pay in advance. 

       1.  Annual Meal Plan

       2.  Installment Plan

       3.  Pay for lunches by the week, month or however many days you wish.  

Q.  How do I go about doing this?  (I strongly urge you to consider one of these options).  

A.  For the annual meal plan and the installment plan please call the Food Services office at 

      410.751.3040.  YOU MAY STILL PURCHASE THE ANNUAL MEAL PLAN.  For those wishing 

      to buy lunches in advance by the week, month or however many days 
      you wish, you may pay with cash or check, made out to Manchester Elementary Cafeteria.  

      Your may not pay with credit cards at the school.  

Q.  What are the advantages of paying in advance? 

A.  1. Convenience – When you pay in advance you do not have to worry about giving your       

            child money each day.  

       2. Time -  When paying in advance, I am able to get the students through the line much  

             faster and this in turn allows them more lunch time!!

Q.  Does my child have to be concerned about losing a ticket?
A.  No, we do not give tickets when prepaying in advance.  I will check his/her name off my list 

      when going through the line.  

Q.  When buying 10 lunches, do I have to use them consecutively? 

A.  No, if you buy 10 lunches you may use them anytime throughout the year.  

Q.  Should I keep track of child/children’s pre-paid lunches?  

A.  I encourage all parents to try and keep track of this by crossing off on their menu at home 

      when they buy lunch. This way if there is a discrepancy we can work it out.  

Q.  Do you let us know when we are almost out of pre-paid lunches?
A.  When your child/children have two lunches left, I will remind them and hopefully the message 

      will get home. (Another reason to try and keep track).  

Q.  What if my child forgets his/her breakfast/lunch money?  

A.  Your child will always receive a breakfast/lunch if this happens.  We give pink charge slips 

      and they are to be paid back the next school day. Sometimes the parents do not see these 

      little pink slips, so if they are not paid within a week, you will be receiving a call from me. This 

      situation rarely occurs as I try and communicate with everyone.  Please call me if you are 

      ever in this situation and we can always work something out.  

Q.  How does our lunch/breakfast program work?
A.  Our program is called offer vs. serve.  We offer all five components of the meal pattern for 

      lunch (Protein, Vegetable, Fruit, Bread and Milk).  The student is required to take three out of 

      the five when going through the line.  If he or she does not have three out of the five 

      components, he/she will be encouraged to take another. The breakfast program works 

      basically the same.  The students are offered all four required food items and students may      

      refuse one food item from any component.  

Q.  Do you sell snacks?  

A.  Yes, this year we will have snacks available.  

Q.  What if my child has milk or any other food allergies?  

A.  Nurse Kim keeps me informed of those students with allergies. If you child has milk allergies 

      and if he/she has a doctor’s excuse on file, I can substitute an orange or apple juice for a milk. 

      If you have any concerns about this please contact me.  

Q.  May I join my child for lunch?   

A.  I encourage all parents to please join us for lunch anytime.  I look forward to meeting new 

      parents as well as seeing my friends from the past years.  This will give you  insight as to 

      how our program works.  I can assure you of one thing it truly: is the best deal in town.  Please 

      meet with your child/children in the cafeteria not the classroom.  

Q.  What happens if I pre-pay for lunches and at the end of the year I haven’t used all of 

      them?   

A.  I’m reminding parents throughout the year about this situation.  Please try to only buy enough 

      tickets that will be used.  Food services does not give refunds at the end of the year, with the 

      exception of an emergency situation.  
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Dear Parent or Guardian,


Welcome to a new school year!  I hope everyone had a healthy summer break and is ready to come back to Health class invigorated.  I look forward to teaching health to Manchester Elementary students K-5.


The elementary health curriculum covers many units.  Some of the topics include:  fitness, mental & emotional health, body systems, nutrition, community health, disease prevention, safety, family life, substance abuse, and disabilities.  Family life (human growth and development) lessons in 4th and 5th grades (lesson will take place in May) will require parental permission.  Parents, you will have several opportunities to view the family life videos before granting permission if you desire.  I will show the videos during parent conference nights by appointment.  Please contact the office to schedule an appointment for either conference night.  The video runs approximately 15 minutes.  If you prefer to preview the video during school hours, an appointment can be made for that as well.


Within a few weeks, all students will have a mandatory, two-week, Health assignment.  In an effort to get all kids active, Manchester Elementary participates in the countywide project ACES (active children excel in school).  Students will be asked to exercise, keep a journal, and hand in their journal at the end of the two-week period.  Physical activity will not only help your child’s physical health, but also his/her mental and emotional health, as well as family and social health.  You could spend some family time exercising together! Please help your kids with their activities as well as making sure thy hand in their journal.


You can help your child to be successful in class and establish healthy life skills by asking your child what they have learned in health class.  You can also reinforce those concepts by modeling healthy behaviors in your home.  Let’s work together to keep your child healthy, safe, and active.








Warm regards, 







Mrs. Lisa Kumpar

PTA News

The PTA would like to welcome you all back to school! We are so excited about the new school year and looking forward to working with all the wonderful volunteers we have at Manchester Elementary.  Please check your “bee folders” for some new volunteer opportunities this year! 

Don’t forget the easiest way you can support the PTA is by becoming a member.  By joining, you are providing monetary support for all the wonderful events, activities and programs the PTA sponsors.  Everything we do is only possible because of your membership, volunteering and participation in PTA fundraisers!  Thank you all! 

Welcome Back Volunteer Breakfast & Training 

Please join us for some breakfast, learn about the new volunteer programs and take your CCPS Volunteer Training all in one.  Mark your calendars: September 16th 9-10 am in the cafeteria.  

PTA Meeting  

The first PTA meeting of the year will be held on September 19th at 7:00 pm in the media center.  This meeting is very important as all PTA members vote to approve the 2011-2012 PTA Budget.  Hope to see you there! 
We will be having PTA meetings every other month this year, all at 7:00 pm in the media center.  

For your calendar: September 19th, November 28th, January 23rd, March 19th and May 21st
Fall Book Fair

The Fall Book Fair will be October 3rd thru 7th this year.  We are having Family Night on October 3rd from 5:30 pm to 7:30 pm.  Please visit the book fair with your children for this fun event! Students will be visiting the book fair throughout the week with their teachers – a copy of this schedule will be sent home closer to the event. 

Fall Run Run 

Save the date! October 14th is the 4th Annual Fall Fun Run for Manchester Elementary School. This is an in school event where your students have the opportunity to raise money for the PTA.  Envelopes will come home two weeks prior to the event so you have enough time to talk to friends and family about donating money to sponsor your students, school and PTA.  This is the largest PTA fund raiser and we appreciate your support! 

Volunteers

Don’t forget to turn in your volunteer forms to sign up for a committee or to be part of the “worker bees” … be a part of the PTA!   All volunteer forms went home this week – please complete and return by September 20th. 

Room Representative Forms also went home this week.  This is a VERY exciting new program for the PTA and teachers!  Please take a minute to read through it and consider participating!  

*Please visit the “PTA” link on the MES website for more information and a “peek at the week”! 
Attendance

A note from the parent/guardian explaining a student’s absence is required within 5 school days whenever a student is absent from school. Absence notes can be sent to the school in a variety of ways. Parents can send a note when their child returns to school, send an e-mail to manattendance@carrollk12.org or fax the school at 410-751-3439.  It’s not required that you call the front office to report an absence.

REFRIGERATOR PAGE – September 2011

September 8
 
1st Grade Back to School – 6:30 in the Gym




Volunteer Training – 7:30 in the Media Center

September 12

Flu Mist forms come home
September 16

Volunteer Breakfast and Training 9 – 10 (Training starts at 9:30) in the Cafeteria




Work Room Training – 10:15 in Work Room # 1 (1st and 2nd Grade hallway)

September 19

PTA Budget Meeting – 7:00




Student Council Meeting 3:15 – 4:00
September 23

Flu Mist forms due – NO EXCEPTIONS
September 26

Market Day Pick Up in the Cafeteria
Volunteer Training in the Media Center 7:30pm (last training before the 1st Grade field trip to                   

Rose Hill Manor on October 5th and 6th)
September 27

Picture Day
A.C.E.S.





Active Children Excel in School


October 3rd – 14th





      Address:  3224 York Street, Manchester, MD. 21102-2071                           Telephone: 410-751-3410


 


       Baltimore Line: 410-239-9345              Fax:  410-751-3439                   TDD (Central Ofc.): 410-751-3034





       Principal: Martin Tierney         Assistant Principal: Whitney Rohde              School Hours: 8:45 AM – 3:15 PM








