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Our “Happy Bee” logo is used with permission from DJ Inkers, www.djinkers.com.
 Happy 2012!  Thank you to all of the families who acknowledged the front office with so many wonderful gifts.   Your kindness and thoughtfulness were greatly appreciated.  May 2012 be a happy and rewarding year for all of our Manchester families.

January will be a busy month at Manchester. The success of each and every Manchester student is a primary goal at our school.  As we approach the ending of the second marking period, teachers will be conducting a variety of county assessments. Students’ daily performance and the information collected from these assessments will assist teachers in assessing where the children are in meeting their educational goals.  If needed, various supports and intervention plans will be utilized for students not meeting expectations.  

It has been a long time goal of Carroll County Public Schools to provide services to students with special needs at their home schools.  This school year, the Department of Special Education took a huge step to make this goal a reality.  We are so happy that at the beginning of the school year and throughout the year, a few of Manchester Elementary students have been able to return home to their community school.  Manchester Elementary has long been a school that acknowledges and celebrates the unique differences of our students.  These differences create the culture in place at our school and support the wonderful learning environment existing throughout our school building.  In future months, we are looking forward to additional students returning to Manchester Elementary.  These children  will be able to learn and grow with their friends and play important roles in helping all of us to appreciate and understand different learning styles. 

January Holidays

Schools will be closed for students and staff on January 16th in honor of Dr. Martin Luther King.  Schools will be closed for students on January 27th.  This is a Professional Day for teachers.

Progress Reports

Progress Reports will be sent home for all students in grades kindergarten through fifth on Wednesday, February 1st .

Presidential Award for Academic Excellence:

The Presidential Award for Academic Excellence is a national award that may be given to students at the end of fifth grade. To receive this award, the students must meet certain criteria. The following criteria will be utilized to determine if a student is eligible for the

award. This criterion is standardized throughout the county.

To Qualify in Math:

· A combined grade point average of 3.5 on report cards during fourth grade and the first half of fifth grade, AND

· 90% or above on Grade 4 January and May CCPS Benchmark assessment, AND
· 90% or above on the January, Grade 5 CCPS Benchmark Assessment

· Advanced on the fourth grade MSA in math

To Qualify in Reading:

· A combined grade point average of 3.5 on report cards during fourth grade and the first half of fifth grade, AND

· Advanced on the fourth grade MSA in reading

SAVE the DATE:
Grades 3, 4, and 5

Students in grades 3, 4, and 5 will participate in the reading portion of the Maryland School Assessment (MSA) on Wednesday, March 14 and Thursday, March 15, 2012.  The math portion of the MSA will be taken on Tuesday, March 20 and Wednesday, March 21, 2012.  

Parent Drop Off Reminder

Students being transported to school by car should not be dropped off prior to 8:20.  THERE IS NO SUPERVISION of students before this time.   Also, if you are dropping your child off, and you are right at the 8:45 time frame, if there’s not an adult outside, please come in to the Office to sign in the student.  There is always an adult outside to make sure students get in the building.  If you don’t see an adult at the front of the school, it’s either too early to drop off your child or late enough that they need to be signed in at the Office.
CARROLL COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS

OUT-OF-DISTRICT REQUESTS FOR THE 2012 - 2013 SCHOOL YEAR

Board policy states that students who attend Carroll County Public Schools shall attend school in their designated attendance area.  However, in very specific and limited circumstances, students may be placed in a school outside their attendance area if an approvable circumstance is deemed to exist.  

Parents/legal guardians desiring an out-of-district placement for their child should carefully review the list of approvable circumstances listed on the back of the out-of-district application to determine whether the child meets the criteria for approval.  Please review the out-of-district regulations in the Student Services manual for updates.  The information can be found in Section I of the Student Services manual at www.carrollk12.org  The Carroll County Public Schools’ out-of-district policy and regulation will be strictly adhered to in making decisions regarding admission of students to schools outside of their assigned attendance area.  



It is the parent’s/legal guardian’s responsibility to obtain an out-of-district application from the school office or the Student Services Department.  These applications will be available on December 5, 2011.    Completed out-of-district applications may not be returned to the school office.  



The deadline for out-of-district applications for the 2012-2013 school year is February 1, 2012.  Completed applications must be postmarked or personally delivered by the deadline date to:

Carroll County Public Schools

Student Services Department

125 North Court Street

Westminster, Maryland  21157

Applications postmarked/received after the deadline date of February 1, 2012 will be returned to the sender without consideration. 

QUESTIONS REGARDING OUT-OF-DISTRICT ISSUES MAY BE DIRECTED TO MARK BUGBEE, THE SCHOOL’S PUPIL PERSONNEL WORKER, AT 410.751.3135.



Don’t have a project in the Manchester Science Fair?  That’s okay!  Come on in on January 20th from 6:30 – 8:00 p.m. in the Cafeteria and check out all the cool projects our third, fourth and fifth grade and their families have created.
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Tissues needed!  If you’re willing to send in a box or two of tissues, we’ll gladly accept any donations.  You may send some in with your child or bring them when you stop by.  

Brush Strokes from the Art Department

Thank you to everybody who made Art to Remember such a success! Everything turned out wonderful and we got lots of positive feedback about the products! I am excited to say that I will be doing this fundraiser again next year. Thanks again!

Amy Smith

Art Teacher

KINDERGARTEN REGISTRATION WEEK

March 26-30, 2012

Registration for kindergarten for the 2012 - 2013 school year will be held the week of March 26-30, 2012 at the elementary school in your attendance area.  Enrollment in kindergarten is mandatory for children who will be five years of age on or before September 1, 2012. 

Parents will need to present the following at the time of registration:

1.
their child’s birth certificate or other legal document to verify their child’s legal name and  birth date

2.
verification of residence such as a public utility bill or a lease agreement

3.
specific address from which the child will be transported to school and the specific address to which the child will be transported after school.

If you have questions about kindergarten, kindergarten orientation, or alternatives to kindergarten, please contact the principal of the elementary school in your attendance area.

#     #     #
Contact:  Cindy McCabe, Director of Elementary Schools, (410) 751-3009

Save the Date, again …
February 4, 2012 – Super Bowl Party at Manchester Activities Building


Childrens Activities 10:00am – 2:00pm


Adult Activities 6:00pm – 12:00am


Tickets for both events will be on sale soon

Friday, May 25, 2012 – Golf Tournament at Oakmont Green

Both activities sponsored by the MVHS Athletic Boosters

Thursday, February 9, 2012 – Skate Party at Magic Elm in Hanover

Friday, May 11, 2012 – O’s Game at Camden Yard – 7:05pm - O’s vs. Rays 

New Windsor State Bank

For every 200 deposits kids make to their New Windsor State Bank account, at the school on Fridays, the bank will donate $100 to the school for technology.  We currently have 30 students with bank accounts, but only 3 or 4 make deposits each week.  So bring in those deposits and make money for the school at the same time!
Updating Your Child’s Information

It is extremely important that we have current contact information for parents in case we need to contact you regarding your child – particularly in the case of an emergency.  Please be sure to update any address, phone, custody or emergency contact information in writing when changes occur.  Also, please be sure to keep your email address updated so you will continue to receive AlertNow messages.

If your Child is Absent

A note from the parent/guardian explaining a student’s absence is required within 5 school days whenever a student is absent from school. Absence notes can be sent to the school in a variety of ways. Parents can send a note when their child returns to school, send an e-mail to manattendance@carrollk12.org or fax the school at 410-751-3439 or call 410-751-3410.  However, it’s not required that you call the front office to report an absence.
Home Access Center

If you have not logged on to the home access center, and would like to have the opportunity to check the accuracy of your parent information and your child’s attendance, you need only follow these steps:

Log on to the CCPS website, carrollk12.org.

Click the Home Access Center icon at the lower left corner of the screen.

Follow the directions on the right to request a password. You should use the email address where you receive AlertNow messages.

Feel free to call the school office if you have questions or need to update information you see on the home access center. You can email absence notes to manattendance@carrollk12.org or send a handwritten note to school.

Additional information is available on the home access center for your middle and high school students regarding grades and schedules.

January Student Council News

Spirit Days:  January 26 – Twin Day
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Once again the Manchester community has overwhelmed us with their generosity in giving items for our Neighbors in Need.  Thank you for all the wonderful donations.  It will be a very happy holiday season for many families.
Our second spirit game, basketball, with 5th graders against teachers was awesome!!  Thank you to all the teachers and students who participated!!
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[image: image3.wmf]Our school will again be participating in Jump Rope for Heart in February.  Details will be coming home shortly.

Thank you,

Mrs. Furano and Mrs. Murphy, Student Council Advisors
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Instrumental Music Notes
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~ Mrs. Rees

A BIG thank-you to all of our 5th grade instrumental music students on a job well done at our Winter Concert!!  Your hard work and practice efforts showed in your performance!  Looking ahead, our beginners (both band and strings) will have an opportunity to showcase the progress they have made when they present their first concert performance on Tuesday, February 7, 2012 at 7:00 p.m.   More information will be coming home with these students in early January, but please be sure to mark this date on your calendars!  In the event of inclement weather, our snow date will be on February 9th.

If you are looking for other performance opportunities for your musician outside of school, here are a few options to consider.  Private lessons are always a good way to motivate and challenge students, because they allow students to work on their individual playing skills, both strengths and weaknesses, in a one-on-one setting.  These lessons are offered at all of our local music stores, or with local musicians in the area.  If you are interested in finding someone for your child, please feel free to contact Mrs. Rees for suggestions.  Also, the Encore Community Music Association offers both a band and orchestra for students as young as elementary age.  These groups rehearse weekly at Carroll Community College, require no audition, and present at least 2 concerts per year.  These groups will be starting again in early January, so if you would like to get your child involved, please contact Mrs. Rees for more information.

Thank you for all you do to support our music program and our music students at Manchester Elementary!
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Mark Your Calendars

January 4th & 30th Market Day Pickup at 7:00 pm

January 23rd General PTA meeting 7:00 pm In addition to conducting general business at the PTA Meeting we will have a guest speaker, below is some specific information about this meetings topic.  Everyone is welcome! 

The Maryland State Department of Education has aligned and adjusted the state curriculum to meet the new and rigorous expectations as outlined in the new Common Core Standards. Carroll County Public Schools has also made changes to the county's English Language Arts Curriculum so that students will meet with success under these new expectations.  Mrs. Kim Sauers, ELA Specialist for Manchester Elementary, will be presenting at the January 23rd PTA Meeting.  Mrs. Sauers will discuss what these changes are and how they will impact instruction and the students at Manchester Elementary.

February 10th Talent Show “Night of Stars” 6:00 pm:   Thank you to everyone who showed an interest in performing in the Talent Show!  We had such a great response and as you know we reached our capacity very quickly.  All acts have been notified at this point.  If you would like to watch the Talent Show and see all our MES “stars” – ticket information will be send home in January.  Please contact Denise Fraser at dlfelice@verizon.net with any questions.  

Volunteers

Thank you to all the “worker bees’ that are volunteering for projects!  This committee supported both our school and PTA this past month with activities such as the Art to Remember pick up, snowflake project in cafeteria, health room volunteers and spirit wear distribution …. you are all making a big difference and thank you! If you would like to join the “worker bee” committee please email Gina Shaneybrook at gshaneybrook@comcast.net and she will add you to the list. 

The next PTA event we will start planning soon is the Family Fun Festival!  If you are interested in being part of the planning committee please contact Suzie Ryan at suzieryan@comcast.net. 

Room Representatives – thank you! There are so many different ways you are all supporting your teachers, the PTA and Manchester Elementary School.  We appreciate your input on this new PTA program so that we make improvements for the 2012-2013 school year. 

Committee News

· “The Winter Event” was amazing thanks to all the Volunteers and Teachers who made this very special event a great time for all families that attended. We had over 35 volunteers, 300 + people attend, lots of cupcakes, cookies and hot chocolate!  Thank you to all the families that made a donation to our soldiers through “Operation Troop Trunk” and helped to make the beautiful holiday banner and candy cane notes for the Long View Nursing Home! We all shared in the “season of giving” together as a MES family! 

· Family Pizza Night – mark your calendars: 1/19, 2/16, 3/15, 4/19 and 5/17.  Congratulations to Mrs. Smith’s class for winning last month’s Pizza Party - thank you for your participation!!! 

· Box Tops for Education is a program that is an easy way to earn money for our school.  Thanks to all the families that have already turned in their Box Tops.  Keep them coming, every Box Top counts.  They can be sent in your child’s Bee folder or dropped in the collection box located in the lobby.   Turn in your Box Tops today! 

Please visit the PTA link on the MES website for all PTA contact information. 
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January 1

Happy New Year!
January 3

Schools/Offices Reopen

January 4

PTA Market Day Pick Up – Cafeteria 5:45pm – 8:00pm
January 9

Volunteer Training – Media Center – 6:00pm

January 12

Green Club Meeting – 3:15pm – 4:00pm

January 16

Martin Luther King, Jr. Day




Schools/Offices Closed

January 19

Student Council Meeting – 3:15pm – 4:00pm

January 20

2nd Grade Field Trip – Baltimore Museum of Industry



Science Fair – Cafeteria – 6:30pm – 8:00pm

January 23

PTA Meeting – Media Center – 7:00pm
January 26

Spirit Day - 
January 27

Schools Closed for Students
January 30

PTA Market Day Pick Up – Cafeteria 5:45pm – 8:00pm
February 1

Out of District Forms Due
e a part of the PTA ! !!!








