How does a student
return to the home
school?

When a student demonstrates con-
sistent success on the daily point
sheet, a transition meeting is sched-
uled to plan for the student’s return to
his/her home school. Staff from the
PRIDE program, the student’s home
school, Friendship Valley staff, and the
student’s parents are involved in the
transition. Students begin the transi-
tion process by first participating in
classes at Friendship Valley Elemen-
tary School. If successful, the student
then participates in supervised non-
academic visits to the home school
with PRIDE staff. Finally, the student
participates in academic visits to the
home school without direct supervision

from PRIDE staff.
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NOTICE OF NON-DISCRIMINATION

The Carroll County Public Schools (CCPS) is firmly
committed to creating equal employment and educational
opportunities for all persons with regard to its employment

practices and in the provision of services, programs, and
activities.

The CCPS does not discriminate on the basis of age, color,
genetic information, marital status, mental or physical
disability, ancestry or national origin, race, religion, sex, or
sexual orientation. The CCPS provides non-discriminatory
access to school facilities in accordance with its policies
and regulations regarding the community use of schools
(including, but not limited to, the Boy Scouts).

The following person has been designated to handle
inquiries regarding the nondiscrimination policies:

Gregory J. Bricca
Director of Research and Accountability

410.751.3068

ADA ACCESSIBILITY STATEMENT

The Carroll County Public Schools (CCPS) does not discriminate
on the basis of disability in employment or the provision of
services, programs ,or activities. Persons needing auxiliary aids
and services for communication should contact the Office of
Community and Media Relations at 410-751-3020 or publicin-
fo@carrollk12.org or write to Carroll County Public Schools, 125
North Court Street, Westminster, Maryland 21157. Persons
who are deaf, hard of hearing, or have a speech disability may
use Relay of 7-1-1. Please contact the school system at least
one (1) week in advance of the date the special accommoda-
tion is needed.

Information concerning the Americans with Disabilities Act is
available from the Director of Facilities or the Supervisor of
Community and Media Relations.

Raymond Prokop
Director of Facilities 410.751.3177

Carey Gaddis

Supervisor of Community & Media Relations  410.751.3020
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Michael Scalzi
Intervention Specialist

Friendship Valley Elementary School
1100 Gist Road
Westminster, Maryland 21157
Phone: 410-751-3653
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Mary V. Cashdollar
Supervisor Student Services and
Special Programs

125 N. Court Street
Westminster, Maryland 21157
Phone: 410-751-3122
Email; mvcashd@carrollk12.org




What is P.R.1.D.E.?

PRIDE is an elementary alternative
education program designed to help students
gain self-control and insight into their behavior
in order to reduce disruptive behaviors and
increase positive school behavior/adjustment
and achievement. PRIDE is also designed to
provide parents with the supports needed to
initiate and maintain productive changes in
their homes.

The program is located at Friendship
Valley Elementary School and serves up to 21
students at a time. Students receive instruction
in CCPS math, reading and language arts
curriculum, and specials at their individual
instructional level. Students also receive
instruction in behavior management through a
structured behavior support system and direct
teaching of social skills.

PRIDE is an intra-agency program
supported by CCPS teachers and assistants, a
therapist, a school psychologist, and a behavior
specialist. All PRIDE students and their parents
must sign a contract agreeing to participate in
counseling to address student concerns and
related family issues in order to improve stu-

dent behavior.

How are students
referred to
P.R.1.D.E.?

Students may be referred to PRIDE by a School Psy-
chologist, Behavior Support Specialist , or Pupil Personnel
Worker.

A student who may be considered for a referral to
PRIDE is one who has demonstrated severe behavior
problems and who has been resistant to Student Services
Team interventions, including a Functional Behavior As-

sessment (FBA) and Behavior Intervention Plan (BIP).

Specific circumstances may include:

The student has made a serious threat of violence or
committed a serious violent act and been assessed by
the Youth Services Bureau to be an ongoing high risk of

violence.

e  The student has been hospitalized for psychiatric
reasons and the Student Services Team recommends

that the student transition into an alternative program.

e The student has been placed on extended suspension

from the home school.

e The student has been administratively placed in the

program.

When a student meets PRIDE requirements and
space is available, a parent/student intake is scheduled. If

parents/guardians agree to the PRIDE contract, the student

is accepted into the program.

What is counseling like
at P.R.I.D.E.?

Students are counseled informally by PRIDE
staff as the need arises throughout the day to
address behavioral issues. In addition, stu-
dents may receive individual, group, and family
counseling by CCPS staff trained in counseling
theory and technique. Counseling is designed
to help students improve behavior by gaining
insight, and learning healthy strategies to ex-
press feelings. Family counseling is intended
to assist parents with behavior management,
school support, and other relevant issues.
Should a PRIDE family already be engaged in
private counseling, the CCPS counselor will
coordinate services with the private counseling
agency. Psychiatric services and medication
management are not available through the

PRIDE program.

Are P.R.L.D.E. students still part of
their home school?

PRIDE is a short-term placement that has as its
goal to return students to their home schools
as soon as possible. PRIDE students maintain
contact with their home schools via progress

meetings and visits while enrolled in PRIDE.




