
 EBB VALLEY EAGLE’S  
 MARCH NEWSLETTER  

 
Principal: Robert Mitchell                                        Asst. Principal: Pat Reed  

3100 Swiper Rd  
Manchester, MD 21102  

410-386-1550  Fax:410-386-1555  

March 2010 - Notes from the Office       
 
 Dear Ebb Valley Families,  
 
Tuesday, March 9th, is the first day of MSA testing for Grades 3, 4, and 5. The 
Maryland State Assessment will be given on March 9th, 10th, 16th, and 17th from 
9:00 AM until Noon.  It is important that your child arrives at school on time during 
this testing period. If your child does not arrive before testing starts, he/she will be 
held in the office until a testing break occurs. This could mean that he/she could 
possibly be sitting in the office for an hour or more should he/she arrive late. It is 
also important that he/she is not picked up from school for an early dismissal until 
testing is completed for the day. Please make every attempt to have your child here 
each day.  
 
Should your child be absent for illness during the testing time, he/she will be pulled 
during the week to make-up any missed portions. This is not an optimum situation 
because it pulls your child from instruction and tested in a room different than their 
regular classroom. Every attempt should be made to have your child at school for 
MSA testing. 
 
In order for children to be focused, alert and at their peak performance it is 
important that they are well rested and eat breakfast each morning. You may want to 
talk to your child about the importance of testing, but do not over emphasize it 
because we do not want students to be stressed. Please remember that this test is 
one measure of your child’s performance in school, as it measures how well your child 
has mastered the state curriculum. It is important and should be taken seriously, but 
should not cause anxiety. All we can ask is that everyone try to do their best. 
 
Please help us make this a positive experience for your child! If you have any 
questions, please feel free to contact the school.  



Inclement Weather Policy  
In the event that it becomes necessary to close schools for the entire day because of inclement 
weather, the announcement will be made no later that 6:30 a.m. through the following media sources: 
WTTR – AM 1470, Channel 21 and Channel 3 (Westminster), as well as the major TV stations 
(Channels 2, 11 and 13). If weather conditions are such that the opening of schools might be delayed 
one hour or more, or it becomes necessary to close schools early, the notification will be made 
through the same stations as for the closing of schools.  Pupils and parents are asked to refrain from 
calling the school, radio stations or the Pupil Transportation office to inquire about school closing 
and bus service as it may impact the handling of announcements.  When schools are closed all day or 
close early, there will be no after school or evening events. 
******************************************************************************  
Reminder for borrowed lunch money The cafeteria has limited funds for children who need 

to borrow lunch money.  If your child borrows lunch money, we appreciate your promptness in 
repaying that money to the cafeteria the next day. Keep in mind that you can purchase advance lunch 
tickets for your child.  You can prepay for as few or as many lunches as needed.  Lunches are $2.00 
each. Please send in a check, made payable to the Ebb Valley Cafeteria, for the number of lunches 
you wish to purchase times $2.00 each. If you would like to apply for free or reduced lunches, please 
contact the office for an application. 
******************************************************************************  
Absent / Tardy Reminders  
To report your child’ absence, please use one of the following methods:  

Email:   eveattendance@k12.carr.org  
Phone: 410-386-1550  
Fax:     410-386-1555  
Note: Absent notes must contain – child’s first and last name, explanation for absence,  

    date of absence(s), signature of parent or guardian.  

Students who arrive after 8:40 AM are late and must be brought into the office by a parent / 
guardian to be signed in. Students will receive a pass to take to their homeroom  teacher. 

 
******************************************************************************  

Kindergarten Registration for 2010-2011  
 March 22-26  , 8:00 a.m. – 4:00p.m.  
 March 24, 4:00p.m. – 7:00 p.m.  Children who will be five years old on or before September 1, 
2010 will need to be enrolled in Kindergarten.  Parents will need to present the following at the 
time of registration:  
1. identification of parent or legal guardian (driver’s license and/or court documents)  
2. a copy of the child’s birth certificate/registration   
3. verification of residence in the form of a recent utility bill  (BGE, land-line phone bill,                  

cable bill, water bill), a signed lease agreement or  a settlement statement on your home.  
 
******************************************************************************  

 

HAS YOUR ADDRESS OR PHONE NUMBERS CHANGED? 
PLEASE INFORM US IN WRITING ASAP!!! 



Individual & Class Picture Day 
 

On THURSDAY, MARCH 11th, Larry Allen and Company 
Photographers will be here at school to take class group 
pictures and individual student portraits.   
 

This will be your only opportunity to purchase class 
group pictures.  Class group pictures will not be produced for 
students who do not pay IN ADVANCE.  Group pictures cost 
$13.50 each and can be ordered by selecting “Bonus K” on the order form.   
 
      Each student must pay individually.  Please do not write one check 
for all children in the family.   Make checks payable to LARRY ALLEN & CO. 
 
Individual portraits will be taken for students who bring in their order form and 
money on March 11th.  All portrait packages will be mailed to the address you 
write on the order form. 
 
 

Only children who bring in an order form and money on  
March 11th will get their individual picture taken.   

 
All students present on March 11th  will be in the class group photo, 

but only students who pay and select “Bonus K”on the order form will 
be mailed a class picture.   

          
 

******************************** 
 

Parent / Teacher Conference Night -  Thursday March 4, 2010 
 

Teachers and Staff members will be here Thursday evening, March 
4th, from 4:00PM – 7:30PM for Parent/Teacher Conferences.  If 
your child’s teacher notified you that a conference is requested, 
please call the school office at 410-386-1550 to schedule the 
conference.   If you have any concerns you need to discuss with your 
child’s teacher, please call us to schedule a conference on this night.  
 
 



Music News and Announcements 
Mr. Meerdter wants to thank everyone who tried out for this year’s Eisteddfod performance.  
Everyone did an outstanding job!  Mr. Meerdter would like to congratulate the following nine 
students for representing Ebb Valley in the 2010 Eisteddfod concert.  If you would like to 
support these students in this artistic endeavor, you are more than welcome to come to the 
concert at Westminster High School on Friday March 26, 7:00 PM.  Again, congratulations to 
these students: 
 
Grace Garrett          Brian Coleman  
Sarah Otto              Joel Owens 
Quinn Murphy     Jeremy McDermott 
Sammy Windisch            Alex Anderson 
 Demi Askew         
          
Attention parents/guardians of the 4th grade class (and 5th grade 
instrumental groups).  Students have been working extremely hard for their 
performance for the spring concert on Thursday May 13th at 7:00 PM.  We need everyone’s 
support through attendance at this concert to make the show at a successful one.  Mr. Meerdter 
will audition for speaking parts towards the middle of April.  Please mark your calendars and 
save the date: Thursday, May 13th at 7:00 for the spring concert! 
                          ***************************************** 
Greetings from the Art Room 
 During the month of March our nation celebrates Youth Art Month.  This year 
Ebb Valley Elementary will celebrate by participating in an art exhibit at the 
Carroll County Arts Council Building in Westminster, Maryland.  There will be 
Opening Receptions on  Thursday February 25th  and March 4th from 5:00 until 
7:00 pm.  The exhibit will run until March 10th.  If you have the opportunity please 
stop in to see the beautiful artwork that has been created by the students at our 
school and throughout the county.  Students who have art work on display are :   
Tristen Bussard, Jessica Cramer, Jack Mueller, Taylor Shank, Michael Ringer, Grace 
Wagaman, Fenna Hott, Garrett Deltuva, Ali Johnston, Paige Spertzel, Nichole 
Green, Trenton Gardner, Ryan Magana, Austin Mikoloski, Samantha Rae, Kendall 
Rietz, Andrew Helphenstine, Skylar Davis, Morgan Kresslein, Holden Williams, 
Mackenzie Bartholow, Zeb Tapp, Becky Stickles, Alexis Miller, Cindy Beck, Demi 
Askew, Grace Garrett, Jacob Hare, Kelly Binks, Jake Fitzsimmons, Anna Bein, and 
Emily Veach, 
Congratulations to  all of the young artists at Ebb Valley Elementary. 
Please keep your eyes open for upcoming news regarding our Second 
ANNUAL ART SHOW AT EBB VALLEY ELEMENTARY.  The show will be held 
in May. All students at our school will have an opportunity to submit art 
work.  Details regarding this show will be given within the next few weeks. 



This Just In! 
From Mrs. Spera, School Counselor 

Classroom Counseling this month: 
 
Kindergarteners will be developing their career awareness starting at the end of 
the month.  Small groups of kindergarteners are now working to develop social and 
emotional skills such as getting along, and active listening!  
 
First Graders will be starting a unit at the end of March focusing on 

appreciating diversity, and working together.   
 

Second grade will be focusing on career awareness and strength identification 
at the end of the month. 
 
Third and are completing a three-week unit on Academic Success (called Step-
Up).  Third grade parents will see folders coming home with information about our 
lessons inside.  We will be working with career awareness activities at the end of 
March and into April. 
 
Fourth grade is completing a “Conflict Resolution” unit.  Lots of information 
will be coming home about active listening, taking space, using “I” statements, and 
“Unhooking”.  Please ask your fourth grader about these concepts. 
 
Fifth graders learned the “Keys to Academic Success”, as well as how to break 
down a task (such as a long term project) into smaller chunks in order to get it 
accomplished with ease. 
 

 
March’s Character Trait of the month is: 

SELF DISCIPLINE and 
Dependability 

 
 



 
 PBIS News! 

Ebb Valley Students continue to follow their Flight Plans!   
 Our next PBIS Pep Rally will be held on April 1st, 2010 to 

celebrate all of our on-target behavior for the third quarter! 
 

 
Maryland State Assessments (MSA’s) are approaching for grades 3-5 
(March 9, 10, 16, 17)!  There are many things that parents help with, to help boost 
student achievement every day (certainly including test days). 
   

**good night’s sleep- in order to get a good night’s sleep, your child needs 
a predictable, appropriate bedtime routine.  In America, the average school-
aged child(1st through 5th grades) get 9.5 hours of sleep, but experts 
recommend 10-11 hours (more for kindergarteners).  You may want to see 
www.sleepfoundation.org for more information and resources on this topic. 

**nutritious diet, especially breakfast 

**school attendance- missing days from school can lead to gaps in 

information and therefore, achievement.  

**quiet area and a set time for completing homework  

**for other helpful hints, please visit  www.testtakingtips.com/parents/  

 

Coffee with the Counselor update: We are planning a CWC evening 
after the PTA meeting on February 25, 2010: right now, we’ve got a snow forecast, 
so we’re keeping our fingers crossed!  The next CWC evening is planned for April 
21, 2010 @ 7:30pm and the topic is “Childhood Anxiety”: Please mark your 
calendars!  
 
 
   
 

 
 



 

Bedtime Story 
Night 

 
     Please be sure to join us for 
Bedtime Story Night on Thursday, 
March 18 from 6:30 to 8:00 P.M.    
Wear your pajamas and slippers 
(hopefully the snow will be gone) and 
bring your favorite stuffed animal.  
Come listen to stories and enjoy milk 
and cookies before tucking your 
children into bed.   
 

 
 

The Keys for Reading incentive is 
continuing.  Remember to sign and 
return your child’s bookmark once 4 
books have been read.  Your child 
will earn a free ticket to a Frederick 
Keys baseball game.   
 
 

 
 

Coming Soon! 
 

Watch for the Ebb Valley Pirate 
Reading Incentive this year.  
Aaargh!  It should be a jolly good 
time! 
 

 
On April 9 Matt Novak, an author, 
will be visiting Ebb Valley.  Order 
forms for autographed books have 
been sent home.  Check your child’s 
book bag if you haven’t seen it.  
Orders are due by March 12 so that 
the books can be received in time for 
autographing. Our Media Center does 
have several of his books if you 
would like to see them before 
ordering. He was a Disney animator 
before becoming a children’s author.  
His visit promises to be lots of fun. 
Please feel free to call if you need 
another form. 

 

 
Helga Anderson 
Media Specialist 

 

Ebb Valley Media Center 

“Reading is a Treasure” 



 
Nurse Notes: 

 
Hearing and vision screening is held in March this year.  This screening 
is for all K, 1st and 4th graders.  The dates are the 29th, 30th, & 31st.  If 
your child(ren) do not pass either test, a form will go home to notify you 
of the issue.  Please have your child(ren) evaluated by a physician and 
return the form to the nurse.  Also, if you are questioning your child’s 
hearing or sight, and he/she is not in one of the above grades; contact 
the nurse to have your child added to the screening list. 

    
Just a few reminders to all parents: 

 Students sent home with a fever greater than 100 degrees MAY 
NOT return to school until FEVER free for at least 24 hours 
without medication.  

 Acetaminophen and Ibuprofen are the only drugs permitted with 
parent signature.  However, any dosing above the recommended dose 
for weight and age will need a physician order. Forms are available in 
the Health Room. 

 All other Over-the-Counter or Prescription medicines will need a 
physician order, No exceptions. 

 Students are NOT PERMITTED to transport any medications, 
ointments etc. to or from school. 

 Parents must bring in the medicine in the original container with 
the student’s name on the outside. Please make sure that all 
prescription medications are properly labeled from the pharmacy 
with the student’s name, medication, dosage, physician’s name and 
expiration date. 

 Reminder to all Kindergarten parents: Please consider sending in a 
change of clothes for your child. The clothing will remain at school and 
used if needed. 

 The following items may come to school with your student: 
Chapstick/lip balms, saline eye solution, hand lotion, sunscreen, and 
waterless hand cleansers. Non-medicated cough-drops are also 
permitted. (Halls, Luden’s or Ricola, for example). Medicated cough-
drops have a daily dosage and a limit for a 24 hour period; these 
would need a physician order and be transported by an adult. 

 
Thank you for your continued cooperation, and let’s hope for a healthy 
school year.  As always, feel free to contact me with any questions. 
 

Nurse Kerrie 



 
Please remember to send in your labels!! 

 
Ebb Valley collects the following items and uses the 
proceeds to purchase classroom and recess equipment: 

 
                         Campbell Soup Labels 

                                            

 
 

Box Tops for Education 
 

 
  
        Tyson Project A+ 

 
 

 
Coke Reward Codes  

 
 
  
Please tell your friends & family and send all 
labels in to school.      Thank you!! 



 
 
Community Notes…. 
 
Charlotte’s Quest Nature Center – On Sunday, May 2, 2010, Charlotte’s Quest is 
celebrating 15 years of service to the community and its area schools.  They are 
inviting our school community to join them on this special day.  Aspen Run Bluegrass 
will be the entertainment for the afternoon.  Smokey Bear will be on hand to visit 
with children.  Manchester Volunteer Fire Company will be doing fire prevention 
activities.  Games and crafts are planned.  The 4H group, Power Take-Off of 
Hampstead is providing the food for the afternoon and the High Ridge 4H Group 
will be providing a petting zoo and pony rides.  Mr. Stephen Israel will be bringing a 
display and will talk about the archaeological investigations at Charlotte’s Quest 
Nature Center and Pine Valley Park.  The Master Gardeners of Carroll County plan 
to bring Madagascar Cockroaches.  Reptile Wonders is coming with some exotic 
reptiles.  Vendors, exhibitors, and non-profit groups will be on hand from noon until 
4 p.m. selling plants and other goodies. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Dates to Remember…… 
March 2 – Market Day Pick Up   7:00PM in Cafeteria 
  Volunteer Training in Media Center 7:30 – 8:00PM 
  Dr Seuss’ Birthday 
 
March 4 – Parent/Teacher Conferences  4:00 – 7:30 PM 
 
March 8 – 12 National School Breakfast Week 
 
March 9 & 10 -  MSA Reading for Grades 3, 4 & 5 at 9:00-12:00PM 
 
March 11  - Spring Group and Individual Pictures in Room B133 
 
March 12 – PTA Basket Bingo  in Cafeteria 5:30 – 9:30PM 
 
March 15 – 2 Hour & 45 Minute Early Dismissal 
 
March 16 & 17 – MSA Math for Grades 3,4, & 5 at 9:00-12:00PM 
 
March 17 – Wear Green Day 
 
March 18 – Bedtime Story Night   6:30-8:00PM 
 
March 22 – 26  Kindergarten Registration Week  8:00AM-4:00PM 
 
March 24 Evening Hours for Kindergarten registration   4:00-7:00PM 
 
March 25 – Maryland Day – Wear Maryland Colors 
 
March 26 – Donuts with Dad  7:30 - 8:15 AM 
 
March 29 – March 31  Vision & Hearing 
 
March 30 – Market Day Pick Up   7:00PM in Cafeteria 
  Volunteer Training in Media Center  7:30-8:00PM 



Lunch - $2.00 Ice Cream – 75 cents    Milk – 50 cents      
Lunch Choices also include: Tuna on Roll, Cheese Sandwich, Tossed Salad    

                          EBB VALLEY ELEMENTARY 

March                              LUNCH                          2010    
MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY 

 1 
Chicken Patty 
Tator Tots 
Fruit 
  

Dr Seuss Birthday          2
ABC Nuggets 
Baked Beans 
Snowflake Roll 
Fruit 
Frozen Juice Bar 

3 
Spaghetti Casserole 
w/Roll 
Hot Vegetable 
Fruit 
       

 4
CheeseSticks  
 w/ Dipping Sauce 
Hot Vegetable 
Fruit 

5
Pizza 
Vegetable 
Fruit 
  
 

8 
Popcorn Chicken 
Tator Tots 
Snowflake Roll 
Fruit 
  

9
Turkey Wrap or 
Hot Ham & Cheese Wrap 
Hot Vegetable 
Fruit 
Dessert     

10 
Grilled Cheese Sandwich 
Tomato Soup 
Green Beans 
Fruit 
Cheddar Whales     

11
Soft Shell Taco 
w/ Lettuce & Cheese 
Corn 
Fruit 
 

12
Pizza or  
    Hot Dog on roll 
Vegetable 
Fruit 
 

15 
Chicken Nuggets 
Baked Beans 
Snowflake Roll 
Fruit  

Early Dismissal 

     16
Hamburger or  
Cheeseburger on Roll 
Tator Tots 
Fruit 
 

17 
Cheesesticks  
w/ Dipping sauce 
Hot Vegetable 
Fruit 
Dessert  

18
Diced Chicken w/Gravy 
Rice 
Hot Vegetable 
Fruit 
  

19
Pizza 
Vegetable 
Fruit 
 

22 
Chicken Patty 
Confetti Rice 
Fruit 
  

Breakfast for Lunch        23 
(2)Pancakes w/Syrup 
(2)Sausage Patty 
Orange Juice 
Baked Apples   

24 
Turkey Wrap or 
Hot Ham & Cheese Wrap 
Hot Vegetable 
Fruit 
Dessert      

Maryland Day Dinner  25
Oven Fried Chicken 
Mashed Potatoes & Gravy 
Green Beans 
Roll 
Fruit 
Dessert 

26
Pizza or  
   Hot Dog on roll 
Vegetable 
Fruit 
 

29 
Chicken Tenders 
Tator Tots 
Roll 
Fruit 
  

30
Cheesesticks  
w/Dipping Sauce 
Hot Vegetable 
Fruit 
  

31 
Nacho Chips w/Cheese 
Taco Meat 
Corn 
Fruit 

 



Breakfast - $1.25                         EBB VALLEY ELEMENTARY  
March                          BREAKFAST                      2010    

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY 
 1 

(2)Waffles w/ syrup 
or Cereal & Toast 
Fruit or Juice 
Milk 
 
 

 2
Breakfast Sausage Pizza 
or Cereal & Toast 
Fruit or Juice 
Milk 

 3 
Bagel w/Topping 
or Cereal & Toast 
Fruit or Juice 
Milk 

4
Choice of Donut 
or Cereal & Toast 
Fruit or Juice 
Milk  

5
Scrambled Eggs &    
Toast 
or Cereal & Toast 
Fruit or Juice 
Milk  

8 
(2)Pancakes w/syrup  
or Cereal & Toast 
Fruit or Juice 
Milk  
 

9
Breakfast Pocket 
or Cereal & Toast 
Fruit or Juice 
Milk 

10 
(2)Cinnamon Toast 
or Cereal & Toast 
Fruit or Juice 
Milk 

11
Choice of Donut 
or Cereal & Toast 
Fruit or Juice 
Milk 

12
Egg & Cheese Muffin 
or Cereal & Toast 
Fruit or Juice 
Milk 

15 
(2)Cinnamon Toast 
or Cereal & Toast 
Fruit or Juice 
Milk 
 
 

16
(3)French Toast Sticks 
or Cereal & Toast 
Fruit or Juice 
Milk 
  

17 
Breakfast Sausage Pizza 
or Cereal & Toast 
Fruit or Juice 
Milk  
 

18
Choice of Donut 
or Cereal & Toast 
Fruit or Juice 
Milk 

19
Scrambled Eggs &    
Toast 
or Cereal & Toast 
Fruit or Juice 
Milk 

22 
(2)Waffles w/syrup  
or Cereal & Toast 
Fruit or Juice 
Milk 
 
 

23
Bagel w/ Topping 
or Cereal & Toast 
Fruit or Juice 
Milk 

 

24 
(2)Cinnamon Toast 
or Cereal & Toast 
Fruit or Juice 
Milk  
 

25
Choice of Donut 
or Cereal & Toast 
Fruit or Juice 
Milk  

26
Egg & Cheese Muffin 
or Cereal & Toast 
Fruit or Juice 
Milk 

29 
Pancakes w/ syrup 
or Cereal & Toast 
Fruit or Juice 
Milk 

30
Cinnamon Toast 
or Cereal & Toast 
Fruit or Juice 
Milk  

31 
Breakfast Pocket 
or Cereal & Toast 
Fruit or Juice 
Milk 
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