Lend A Hand
A High School Guide to Service-Learning Hours
Facts You Need To Know:

Service-Learning is a teaching method that combines service to the community with curriculum-based learning.  Students improve their academic skills by applying what they learn in school to the real world.  Service-learning helps students to become active, engaged citizens.
· The Service-Learning Graduation Requirement is a State requirement for all MD Students beginning with the class of 1997.

· Students must complete a total of 75 hours to graduate high school – service-learning hours are reported on each report card.

· Students must earn a minimum of 55 hours by the end of the eleventh grade in order to be promoted to Senior status.
· Students transferring into Carroll County Public Schools after the start of their sophomore year will have their hours pro-rated – transfer students must complete:

Sophomore year: 40 hours

Junior year: 30 hours

First semester senior year: 10 hours

Second semester senior year: 5 hours

· Students must complete a Service-Learning Reflection Form and return it to the school-based Service-Learning Coordinator within one year from the date the service is performed – forms are available at each middle and high schools as well as on the Carroll County Public School website: http://carrollk12.org/instruction/studentservices/servicelearning/default.asp
· Courses containing a service-learning component include but are not limited to:

Advanced Child Development
Peer Facilitating

Career and Technology Courses
Psychology II

Classroom/Lab Aide
Science Research

Environmental Conservation
Sign Language III

Horticulture
US History

Issues in American Society
Vet Science

Learning for Independence
Wildlife Management

Media Assistant
Writing Assistant

Newspaper/Yearbook Production

For a complete list of courses, check the Carroll County Service-Learning Guidelines on the website or ask your Service-Learning Coordinator
Other Ways to Earn Service Hours

· Through community volunteer activities

· Through school and community clubs

Find Service-Learning Opportunities

· Morning Announcements
· Local Newspaper

· Place of Worship

· CCPS Website at http://carrollk12.org/instruction/studentservices/servicelearning/default.asp
· Carroll County Public Library’s Online Community Directory at http://community.carr.org/browse.asp
If you have questions, ask your teacher or the Service-Learning Coordinator at your school.
Places to Volunteer
Some organizations require volunteers to be a certain age.  As you get older there will be more opportunities for you to volunteer in the community.

ARC of Carroll County
410-848-4124

Bear Branch Nature Center
410-848-2517

Brethren Service Center
410-635-8710

Carroll County Equestrian Council
410-386-2103
Carroll County Farm Museum
410-848-7775

Carroll County Food Sunday
410-857-7926

Carroll County Public Library

Carroll County Health Department
410-876-4965

Carroll Hospice
410-857-1838

Carroll Lutheran Village
410-848-0090

Copper Ridge
410-795-8808

Longview Nursing Home
410-239-7139

Maryland Society for Sight
410-243-2020

NESAP
410-239-6216

Piney Run Nature Center
410-795-6043

Shepherd’s Staff
410-857-5944

Therapeutic Rec. Council
410-386-2103

Westminster Fall Fest
410-857-1838

Students, parents, and individuals who accept student volunteers are here by advised that the fact the Service-Learning is mandated is not a sufficient basis for attaching liability to the Carroll County Public Schools.  The Board of Education of Carroll County does not provide general liability insurance for individuals or organizations for whom students may perform students service activities.  Parents or guardians of students and individuals or organizations that accept student volunteers should verify the adequacy of their own insurance coverage.
