Carroll County Public Schools Media Festival

JUDGING CRITERIA AND HELPFUL HINTS

COMPETITION #1 PHOTOGRAPHY

COMPOSITION:


The principles of art composition apply to still photography.  Placement of the subject in the frame should draw the viewer’s attention to it first and all other elements in the photo should bring emphasis to the subject.  Additional composition features could include, for example, emphasizing a subject by its relative size to other objects around it, through framing, perspective, selective lighting, motion or repetition.

CONTENT:


Content refers to the subject or theme of the photo that should be immediately obvious to the viewer.  The photo is about someone or something.  The photo may even tell a story about the subject but regardless, the subject is clear; whoever looks at the picture immediately sees the subject or understands the theme.  The content of the photo must be school appropriate.

CROPPING:


Cropping is a photographic term that describes cutting out (cropping) unwanted objects in a scene in order to bring emphasis to the subject.  Cropping simplifies the photograph by eliminating things that distract the viewer and take the emphasis away from the subject.  Cropping can be done as the photo is “composed” in the viewfinder, when it is enlarged for printing and occasionally when the photo is matted for presentation.

ORIGINALITY:


Originality refers to the creative aspects of a photograph.  Photographers are continually looking for new and creative ways to present a subject or theme.  Perhaps, the subject or theme itself is unusual.  Regardless, consider ways of making everyday subjects more interesting in your photos, not just for the sake of doing so, but with the goal of bringing emphasis to the subject or theme.

PROCESSING AND PRINT QUALITY:


The print entered for judging should be well developed and printed from edge to edge.  Colors should be true and natural to what was photographed.  In black and white photos, blacks and whites should be pure.  Photos should be free of spots, dust, scratches, fingerprints, watermarks, or chemical traces that could occur in the development, printing, or mounting processes.  Additionally, the print should have an overall sharp, crisp focus.  Areas of a photograph which are intentionally out of focus, for example to show motion or from selective focus emphasis, should be obvious to the judges and would not result in point reduction in this criteria.

APPROPRIATE TECHNIQUE:


Photographic techniques are used to help focus attention on the subject.  Appropriate technique begins with the correct selection of film for light conditions and subject matter.  The photographer’s choice of shutter speeds and aperture settings (if adjustable) and effective use of flash all affect exposure.  Overall focus of the photo is sharp however the photographer’s choice to use selective focus or depth of field (if focus is adjustable) for emphasis should be obvious to the viewer.  Other techniques include use of zooming or magnification, choice of lenses or filters and possibly use of a tripod.  Date and time imprints detract from overall print quality so appropriate technique includes turning off that feature in your camera.
TONALITY:


In a good black and white photo, there is a wide range of tones, from the blackest black to the whitest white with many steps of gray in between.  Generally this is preferred as it allows details to be seen in shadow as well as highlight areas.  However, a monochrome print having just a few steps between the darkest and lightest tones, can be very effective when it supports the subject or theme of the photograph.

In a good color print, color should be faithful to the original in real life.  Generally intense, or rich, color is preferred.  The overall color of the print should be faithful to the original subject by not having an overall coloration referred to as “color cast”; everything looks too yellow, or too green, or too whatever.  Sometimes a colorcast is the result of an intentional choice by the photographer by using a color filter or by photographing at certain times of day. There are times when less rich color is very effective when it supports the subject or theme of the photograph. 

Note: Digital alteration of photos similar to traditional darkroom techniques, such as dodging and burning, adjusting brightness, contrast, saturation, etc. are not considered special effects and therefore do not need special explanation. 

APPROPRIATENESS TO SUBJECT AREA:


This criterion allows the judges to look at the photograph as a whole and decide if it belongs to the subject area (Landscape, Life Study, etc.) in which the student entered it. The question asked by the judges will be; “Has the student photographer selected the best subject area in which to have the photograph judged?”  APPROPRIATENESS TO SUBJECT AREA deals with selecting the right subject area and category in which to have the photograph judged.  

.MOUNTING YOUR AWARD WINNING PHOTOGRAPHY:


Mounting applies to placing a pleasing border around your photograph to focus attention on your subject matter.  Do not enclose your photograph in wooden frames, under glass or plastic sheets.  Use a mat or mounting frame composed of two pieces of mat or heavy poster board.


Prints may be flush-mounted by rubber cement, dry mount tissue, or double-faced tape.  However, it is preferable to use ready-made photograph mat board frame with appropriate border.  These may be purchased ready-made from a photography store or cut from heavy poster board.
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