JUDGING CRITERIA AND HELPFUL HINTS

COMPETITION #3:  LIVE ACTION VIDEO

CREATIVITY /ORIGINALTY:


An entry should be a statement of your own ideas that you wish to communicate to your audience.  If you develop your idea in an interesting or unusual manner, your production will have Creativity.  Your judges will be asking this when they evaluate your production – “Did you develop your idea in an interesting or unusual manner?”

ORGANIZATION /PURPOSE:

The purpose of your production should be apparent to your audience.  Some thread of unity carried out in the production should easily determine your plan and purpose.  It may flow and hold together in a logical way or be a series of disconnected events, which comes together in the end.

CLARITY/UNIVERSALITY/MEANING


Within the organization and purpose of your production, the overall theme should come across to your audience. The audience should clearly be able to state the reason behind your idea and the production.  Along with this the audience should be able to feel energy and/or emotion along with your characters and through the way your story (visuals and dialogue) has been scripted.

TECHNICAL QUALITY:


EXPOSURE/FOCUS/COLOR:



No one enjoys seeing a video that is too fuzzy to view comfortably.  In general, it 

is desirable to have the complete scene in focus; however, it is more important to control 

the viewer’s eye and direct it to what you want it to see.  This is accomplished by the use of focusing techniques.

AUDIO:


The audio portion of a production is an important element.  Much imagination, thought, and planning should go into it.  Focus on creative dialogue, a variety of voices, originally composed or performed music, and sound effects.  The soundtrack should be easily understood.  It should introduce or reinforce the visual image of your production.  The soundtrack should be free of distracting background sounds such as shuffling papers.

USE OF COLOR OR CONTRAST:


Bright, vivid colors can add beauty to your film.  You can use color creatively in front of the cameras, in costumes, in artwork, in titles, or in the setting.  The color Of your video should be true to the color of the real scene.  In order to make a color true, you must take care to use the right kind of lights.  Good lighting and proper exposure also helps.  Good exposure means that the image is bright and crisp in all parts of the scene.

PRESENTATION TECHNIQUES:



The most important aspect of this category is properly handling your camera and its functions.  Some basic camera techniques for motion are these:

Pan  (horizontal movement of the camera)

Tilt (up and down movement of the camera)

Truck or dolly (moving the camera closer to or farther away from the subject);


and

Zoom (changing the focal length of the lens to create the illusion of getting closer or 

farther away from the subject).

These movements should be executed smoothly and purposefully.  A tripod helps make 

camera moves smoother and steadier.  Avoid too much movement; it confuses your 

audience.


Shooting outdoors could simplify exposure since there is usually enough available 

light.  If you are shooting indoors, you may have to use supplemental lighting.  Try to 

light the scene from more than one angle; also try to light the background as well as the 

main subject so that the whole scene will be clearly visible.  Hand drawn films should 

vary point of view (above, below or side of subject) and have clearly identifiable subjects 

and backgrounds.

CONTINUITY/COMPOSITION:



Just as in painting, interest can be created by using the elements of color, texture,

line and form.  Varied shooting angles add to the total composition.  Generally, scenes 

are composed of a long shot, a medium shot, and a close-up (in that sequence).  The 

natural progression of these shots and the action defined in each add to the quality of your 

production

GRAPHIC TECHNIQUES:


Titles should be clear, colorful, and easily legible.  Other graphics such as art 

cards, drawings, and lettering are also especially important.  Strive for original, creative 

artwork that is technically well done.

GENERAL EFFECTIVENESS


A media production is like a puzzle.  It has lots of pieces such as pictures, sound, color, mood, and message.  When you put all these pieces together they should fit together to make one strong impression.  In shooting your film, watch carefully that actors are wearing the same costumes and carrying the same props from one scene to the next.  In shooting close-ups, the position and the action of the actors should match that of the long shot.  Some errors show up such as jump cuts, a change of screen direction, pop-ins and/or pop-outs.  Unmatched actions often hinder a film’s effectiveness.  Concentrate on the general effectiveness of your production.  How well do all of its pieces fit to express your idea clearly?
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